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PREFACE 


PREFACE 


EXPLANATION OF THE CRITICAL THINKING QURANIC STUDIES 
TEXTBOOK SERIES 

There are thirty books in this series. Books entitled Book Year 1 to Book 
Year 24 consist of one book for each year of the revelation. Books 25-28 are 
devoted to the Quranic stories of all other Prophets and Messengers in order 
of their dates. Book 25: Adam, Cain and Abel, Enoch (Idris), Noah, Hud and 
the People of Aad; Saleh and the People of Thamud; Book 26: Abraham, Ish- 
mael, Isaac, Lot, Jacob (Israel), Joseph and Job; Book 27: Moses, Aaron, 
Children of Jacob (known as Israel), Jethro (Shuayb), Joshua, Khidr and 
Samuel; Book 28: David, Solomon, Elijah (Ilyas), Elisha (Alyasa), Jonah 
(Younis), Ezekiel (Dhul Kifl), Ezra (Uzayr), Dhul Qarnayn (Cyrus the Great 
or Alexander the Great), Luqman, Zechariah, John the Baptist (Yahya), Mary 
and Jesus. The last two are: Book 29: The Life of Prophet Muhammad from 
Birth to the Revelation and Book 30: Teacher's Manual. The last, Book 30, 
has been prepared for the teacher’s Lesson Plans. 


SOURCES 

The sources for the history include the works of Ibn Ishaq, Ibn Hashim, 
Waqidi, Ibn Sad and commentaries by Ibn Abbas, Jalalayn, Tustari and Sayyid 
Qutb. The sources for the commentaries of Ibn Abbas, Jalalayn and Tustari 
have been used with the permission of the publisher, the Royal Institute of 
Ahl al-Bayt in Jordan. They are available on their website www.altafsir.com. 

The inclusion of excerpted commentaries (tafsir) by Sayyid Qutb’s In the 
Shade of the Quran (available online) in this Critical Thinking Quranic Studies 
Textbook Series is because Sayyid Qutb is considered by some extremist 
groups as their intellectual source. By including excerpts from his eighteen 
volume Quranic commentary, extremists cannot disclaim the importance of 
learning critical thinking as this series is to help young adults leam HOW to 
think using self-realization (tahqiq) and critical thinking (furgan) skills taught 
by the Quran. This in order to arm young adults with the ability to choose rea- 
son over any irrational extremist ideology that is presented to them. 


TERMINOLOGY 

All Quranic signs are translations from The Sublime Quran. For the Mus- 
lim, the Quran is the Word (Logos) of God. It is this Word of God that has in- 
Spired artists, artisans, poets, philosophers and writers, those who had been 
the exponents of Islamic culture and civilization for almost 1500 years. Yes- 
terday and today’s Muslim wants to know more about each Word that God 
chose for His revelation through the Quran. This realization, in tum, prompted 
the translation of The Sublime Quran, an attempt to give the sense of unity 
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within the revelation to a non-Arabic speaking reader. 

There are several points to note about the terminology used in the trans- 
lation of the Quranic text and the commentaries. 

1. The blessed Prophet did not bring a new religion; he came to confirm 
what was right in the messages of the previous Prophets. Does this translation 
speak to the universality of the Quran? The Quran tells the Prophet, the mercy 
to all of humanity, to speak to people in their own language. Following his 
example, in addition to the translation being unbounded by time, in several 
sensitive cases, the word chosen to translate an Arabic word is also of a uni- 
versal or inclusive rather than a particular or exclusive nature. This adds to 
the broadening of the perspective and scope of the Quran so that it becomes 
inclusive rather than exclusive to one particular group of people. In other 
words, in this way a larger audience can relate to its message. 

2. The Quran refers to itself (the Quran) from the very beginning of the 
revelation (68:35). 

3 Most English translations of the Quran refer to the “Children of Israel.” 
The word “Israel” when used in the Quran refers to Jacob, the patriarch of the 
children who followed him such as Joseph. Therefore, it should be the “Children 
of Jacob” as it appears in these texts. 

5. The word “kufr” and “kafir” have been translated here as “ingratitude” and 
“ungrateful” where the context allows. This is the first meaning of the word and 
many of us in our lifetime have met Muslims who are “ungrateful.” It is the un- 
grateful Muslims who practice intolerance by declaring anyone who says: Peace 
be upon you (as-salam alaykum) as a non-believer (with what is called takfir}. In 
those cases, it would not be suitable to call them “unbelievers” or “infidels,” but 
it is clearly appropriate to refer to them as being “ungrateful” and this would in- 
clude the early Quraysh, ungrateful for God’s revelation and prophethood of 
Muhammad, who ridiculed the Prophet and fought against the Quranic message 
of love, forgiveness and peace. 

6. Yet another example of the use of inclusive language in an attempt to 
speak to people in their own language, is the use of God instead of Allah. 
Many English speaking Muslims, as well as many of the English translations 
of the Quran to date, use Allah when speaking English instead of God. The 
intention on the part of the speaker is to maintain a sense of piety. They feel 
that using Allah in English moves them in that direction. Many even claim 
that the word Allah cannot be translated. 

However well-intentioned a person may be, when speaking English, the 
use of the word Allah instead of God, first of all, does not follow the Quranic 
verse that tells the Prophet to speak to people in their own language. Subse- 
quently, it does not follow the Sunnah of the Prophet who did speak to people 
in their own language. 

In addition, it creates a divide between Muslims who use the word and 
the English speaking people of various faiths to whom they are speaking. In 
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effect, it creates the illusion that there is more than One God— Allah and God. 
The response of the English speaking person of another faith is to say: I do 
not understand your religion; you have a different God than І do and you call 
Him Allah. 

It needs to be clearly explained to English speaking Muslims that, unlike 
what they may feel, they do not have a monopoly on the word Allah. Arabic 
speaking Christians and Arabic speaking Jews also refer to God as Allah. The 
Old Testament and New Testament, when translated into Arabic, use Allah for 
God. 

English speaking Muslims, therefore, need to recall the message of the 
Quran that God is One (tawhid). In addition, the Prophet did not bring a new 
religion but confirmed what was correct in the messages of previous Prophets, 
namely, that God is One. Finally, they need to follow the example of the 
Prophet, as the Quran says he is the model or example to be followed, by 
speaking to people in their own language. 

7. The Arabic language, much like old English, has the second person singular 
(masculine: anta (where the verb ends in ka). The English equivalent is the subject: 
“thou” or the object: “thee” or the possessive: “thy.” As these are no longer in 
common usage in English, wherever the original Arabic uses one of these terms, 
the word “you” or “your” appear in bold font so that the reader knows the original 
was the second person singular. When the Quran is speaking directly to the 
Prophet, it uses the pronoun “thee” or “thou” so it is an important distinction to 
make. 

Using you (second person plural) is done to help English speaking readers, 
recognizing that using the second person plural pronoun you (masculine: antum 
where the verb ends in masculine: kum) for God is to intimate that God is plural, 
the only sin in the Quran that is unforgivable. By putting the pronoun you in bold 
font indicates the true intention. 

8. For the Arabic word “ayah,” the English word used in these texts is “sign” 
rather than the Biblical term, “verse.” 

9. Several of the signs were abrogated over time. However the indication of 
a sign being abrogated was done after the complete revelation of the Quran. 
Whether or not a sign was later abrogated does not change the fact that the first 
Muslims who listened to the Quran, heard the signs that may have later been said 
to have been abrogated and that a hafez of the Quran recites all the signs as they 
appear in the original Arabic revealed to the Prophet. Whatever signs scholars 
later determined to be abrogated are still part of the Quran and, therefore, are not 
relevant to learning to be a Quranic critical thinker, learning HOW to think. 

10. The first number that appears when the Quranic Chapters begin refers to 
the chapter number in the chronological order of the revelation so that Quranic 
Chapter 110 which was the last to be revealed is number 114 іп the chronological 
order. 

11. It is to be noted that whenever the name of Muhammad, Prophet Muham- 
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mad or the Prophet are used, one may say a silent prayer of blessings for him. 
12. All the signs in the text are in chronological order. 


Laleh Bakhtiar, PhD 
Chicago 2017 


Book 28: From JOB TO THE COMPANIONS OF THE TOWN 


JOB 


REMEMBER OUR SERVANT JOB 
CHAPTER 38: THE 38TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
Makkah: And remember Our servant Job 
when he cried out to his Lord: 
Truly, Satan afflicted me with fatigue and punishment! (38:41) 
It is said: Stomp with your foot. 
This is a place of washing that is cool 
and from which to drink. (38:42) 
And We bestowed on him, his people, 
and the like of them along with them as a mercy from Us, 
a reminder for those imbued with intuition. (38:43) 
And take in thy hand a bundle of rushes 
and strike with it and fail not your oath. 
Truly, We found him one who remains steadfast. 
How excellent a servant. 
Truly, he was penitent. (38:44) 


COMMENTARY? 

The story of Job and his steadfastness in face of severe tests is 
well known, and often cited as an example of patience in adversity. 
The part that sounds correct in the story is that Job was God’s good 
servant who always turned to Him in humility and submission. God 
tested him and he remained patient. It seems that the test he endured 
entailed the loss of his wealth, family and health. Nevertheless, he 
maintained his bond with God, trusting to Him, and was satisfied 
with what God had given him. 

He had a few well-wishers who remained faithful to him, in- 
cluding his wife, Rahmah, but Satan tried to convince these that if 
God had loved Job, He would not have subjected him to such a-se- 
vere situation. When they told him this, it was harder for him than 
the test itself. His wife spoke to him repeating some such whispers, 
and Job was very upset. He swore that should God restore his health, 
he would beat her, specifying the number of times he would hit her, 
which is said to be one hundred. 

At this point Job complained to God about the trouble Satan’s 
schemes and whispers were causing him. (38:41) When he had 
proved his sincerity beyond any doubt, and when he had rejected all 
Satan’s attempts to weaken him, complaining that these were hard 
for him, God bestowed His grace on him, ending his test, and restor- 
ing his health. He ordered him to hit the ground with his leg, and a 
cool spring would gush forth. He was to wash himself with its water 
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and drink from it. This was enough for him to recover his health. 
(38:42) 

The Quranic statement (38:43) means that when his health was 
restored, he regained his family that had almost been lost to him. He 
also gave him more as additional favors. This serves as a reminder 
to those who have insight and understanding. 

What is important in this story related in this chapter is that they 
show how God bestows favors and grace on His servants. Although 
He subjects them to tests they remain patient in adversity, bearing 
their hardship with assured resignation, knowing that whatever God 
decides is ultimately good. 

God also bestowed His grace on Job and his wife with regard to 
the oath he had made about beating her. She had looked after him 
during his days of hardship and was also patient during their adver- 
sity. Therefore, God ordered Job to take in his hand a bunch of dried 
sticks, in the number he had stated in his oath, and hit her with the 
bunch once only. In this way, he would fulfill his oath: Take in your 
hand a bunch of grass and strike with it, and you will not then break 
your oath. (38: 44) Such care and blessings were іп return for what 
God knew of Job’s patience in adversity, his being a model of obe- 
dience, always tuming to Him for support: We found him patient in 
adversity. How excellent a servant of Ours; he would always tum to 
Us. (38:44) 


Gop GAVE RECOMPENSE TO JOB 
CHAPTER 6: THE 55TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
And We bestowed on him Isaac and Jacob. 
Each of them We guided. And Noah We guided before and among 
his offspring are David and Solomon and Job and Joseph 
and Moses and Aaron. And, thus, We gave recompense to the ones 
who are doers of good. (6:84) 


THE PRAYER OF JOB 

CHAPTER 21: THE 73RD CHAPTER REVEALED 
Makkah: And Job, when he cried out to his Lord: 
Truly, harm afflicted me and You are 
One Who is Most Merciful of the ones who are merciful. (21:83) 
So We responded to him. 
Then, We removed his harm. 
And We gave him back his people 
and the like of others with them as a mercy from Us 
and as a reminder of ones who worship. (21:84) 


Book 28: From JoB TO THE COMPANIONS OF THE TOWN 


13 


COMMENTARY? 

[These signs] also provide us with the example of Job, the 
Prophet, being tested with hardship. (21:83-21:84) Job’s story is one 
of the finest that centers on a test. Quranic texts mentioning Job only 
speak in general terms, giving few details. In this particular instance, 
the [signs] mention Job’s supplication and God’s response, because 
the overall atmosphere of the [signs] are one of grace bestowed from 
on high on His Prophets and the care He takes of them when He tests 
them. This applies in all test situations, including rejection by their 
peoples, as with Abraham, Lot and Noah; power and wealth as with 
David and Solomon; or hardship with Job. 

Job’s prayer, as mentioned here, does not go beyond describing 
his condition and emphasizing God’s attributes. (21:83) He does not 
appeal for his condition to be changed, because he wants to remain 
patient in adversity. Nor does he suggest anything to his Lord. His is 
an attitude of perfect humility before Him. Thus, he is God’s model 
servant: neither panicking in a situation of adversity nor expressing 
frustration at the hardship he endures. Indeed, his is considered a test 
of the highest severity. He is reluctant even to pray to God to lift his 
hardship. Therefore, he leaves the matter entirely to God, knowing 
that He knows his situation and does not need his prayer. 

At the moment Job addressed his Lord with such confidence and 
humility, his prayer was answered and God’s grace was bestowed on 
him in abundance. His test was over. (21:84) His personal affliction 
was removed, and his health was restored. This indicates complete 
recovery, leaving no trace of illness. The affliction that concerned 
his family was also lifted. 

All this was as “ап act of grace from Ourselves,” because every 
blessing is an act of God’s grace. It was also “а reminder to all who 
worship Us.” It reminds them of God and the tests He may put us 
through, and of His grace that will not fail to follow the hardship. 
The test to which Job was put provides an example for all humanity, 
and his patient endurance sets a model for all to follow. 

The reference to those “who worship Us” within the context of 
hard tests is especially significant. Such worshippers may be sub- 
jected to tests and hardship. To endure with patience is a requirement 
of faith and worship. The whole matter is very serious. Faith is a trust 
that is given only to those who are able to shoulder its responsibility 
and endure its hardship. It is not mere words, carelessly uttered by 
anyone. 
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THE PROPHET AND THE ARK OF THE COVENANT 
CHAPTER 2: THE 87TH CHAPTER REVEALED 

Madinah: Have you not considered 
the Council of the Children of Jacob after Moses 
when they said to a Prophet of theirs: 
Raise up a king for us, 
and we will fight in the way of God. 
He said: Perhaps if fighting was prescribed for you, 
you would not fight. They said: 
Why should we not fight in the way of God 
when we were driven out of our abodes with our children. 
Then, when fighting was prescribed for them, 
they turned away, but for a few of them. 
And God is Knowing of the ones who are unjust. (2:246) 
And their Prophet said to them: 
Truly, God raised up for you Saul, a king. 
They said: How would it be for him to have dominion over us 
when we have better right to dominion than he, 
as he is not given plenty of wealth? 
He said: Truly, God favored him over you, and 
increased him greatly in the knowledge and the physique. 
And God gives His dominion to whom He wills. 
And God is One Who is Extensive, Knowing. (2:247) 
And their Prophet )Samuel) said to them: Truly, a sign of his 
dominion is that there would approach you 
the Ark of the Covenant. 
In it is tranquility from your Lord, 
and abiding wisdom of what the people of Moses left, 
and the people of Aaron. And the angels will carry it. 
Truly, in that is a sign for you 
if you had been ones who believe. (2:248) 


COMMENTARY? 

The way the Quran portrays this episode is highly inspiring and 
particularly significant for all Muslim generations, let alone the first 
Muslim community. The total sum of what had taken place on this 
occasion is that, despite all the weaknesses shown by the Children 
of Jacob, leading to one group’s desertion after another, the stead- 
fastness of even a small group of believers achieved very great results 
for the whole community. They were able to tum the tables on their 
enemies, shaking off their long humiliation by their enemies to 
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achieve victory and establish the kingdom of David and Solomon. 
That was the beginning of the Children of Jacob’s golden age. All 
this was the result of the new impetus given to faith after it remained 
long forgotten, and the steadfastness of a small group facing the large 
army led by Goliath. 

A number of significant facts are highlighted here. The first is 
that public enthusiasm can be dangerously deceptive. Therefore, 
those in the position of leadership must put it to the test before going 
into a decisive battle. A group of wise and respected elders of the 
Children of Jacob requested their Prophet to choose for them a king 
who could lead them in their struggle for God’s cause. They wanted 
to fight those enemies who had ravaged their kingdom and looted 
their property, including what was left by their Prophets, Moses and 
Aaron, and their household. 

Trying to gauge their determination, their Prophet suggested 
that, once a battle loomed large, they might not be up to the task. 
Here their enthusiasm reached its highest point, and they expressed 
their attitude, feeling that they had every reason to fight. Such an at- 
titude remains a human weakness often encountered in communities 
whose strength of faith remains suspect. 

Their Prophet had to explain that the king was chosen by God, 
which should have been enough reason for his people to accept him, 
because God is powerful and generous and would only choose what 
would be in their best interest. Moreover, Saul was endowed with 
knowledge and physical strength, providing him with a greater qual- 
ity of leadership and ability. This should have been enough to con- 
vince them to accept Saul as king over them; but, it seems, nothing 
short of a miracle would persuade them. (2:248) 

In the post-Moses era, the Children of Jacob, during the reign 
of Joshua, were driven out of Palestine and most of their sacred her- 
itage was pillaged and looted. This included a casket that was said 
to contain many relics of Moses and Aaron. More significantly, it 
also contained a copy of the tablets given by God to Moses on Mount 
Sinai. The reappearance of that casket, carried by angels, would be, 
their Prophet said, a sign from God and material proof of Saul’s king- 
ship. Once they saw it they would be reassured and, if they were true 
believers, would accept him as their leader. 

The narration suggests that the miracle did take place and, com- 
pletely reassured, the Children of Jacob went on to confront their 
enemy. 

Despite the lack of narrative details, we can gather that Saul had 
organized his fighting force of willing men and had gone ahead to 
do battle, and that as soon as they were on their way, he put their loy- 
alty to the test. (2:249) 
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This example shows that good intentions, by themselves, are not 
sufficient unless they are tested in practice. It also demonstrates the 
strength of a leader who is not swayed by the fall of most of his 
troops at the first hurdle, but who forges ahead with the rest of them. 
Saul’s forces were to encounter more trials of loyalty and strength. 
(2:249) 

Their numbers had dwindled, and they were aware that they 
were outnumbered by Goliath’s forces. Certainly, they had the ad- 
vantage of faith in their cause and trust in their leader, but the harsh 
reality of the situation told them they were the weaker side, and that 
their faith would be put to the test. Would that invisible force of faith 
triumph? How strong was their faith in God, and would they be able 
to hamess that force in their favor and prevail? 

At that decisive moment, a small group of true believers stood 
up to express their faith. To the believer’s mind, that is the way it 
should be: believers are always numerically less than their enemies, 
because they need to sacrifice more and work harder to earn God’s 
grace and pleasure. But they triumph because they draw their 
strength from God Almighty and their faith in Him. The believers 
are aware that their victory comes from God as a reward for their pa- 
tience and perseverance. 

The leadership qualities of Saul are now coming to light. He was 
leading an army of a vanquished nation who had experienced defeat 
many times in its history, and was about to meet a formidable enemy, 
and had therefore to test the will of his troops. He had to be sure of 
their ability to overcome their desires and endure hardship and dep- 
rivation. Above all, he had to test their loyalty and obedience, and 
their ability to shoulder responsibility. He put them to the test at the 
river, having established that they were getting very thirsty, to find 
out who would obey him and who would not. 

He allowed them a single scoop with the hand to quench their 
thirst, but most of them drank their fill and were left behind because 
they had failed the test. It was better for the rest of the fighting force 
as weaklings would have been a liability on the battlefield. Military 
prowess is not determined by size or numbers, but is measured by 
the will and moral strength and faith of the troops. 
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DAVID 


REMEMBER OUR SERVANT DAVID 
CHAPTER 38: THE 38TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
Makkah: Have patience with what they say, 
and remember Our servant David, 
the possessor of potency. 
Truly, he was penitent. (38:17) 
Truly, We caused the mountains to be subservient 
to glorify with him in the evening 
and the rising of the sun. (38:18) 
And the birds were ones who are assembled, 
all penitent to Him. (38:19) 
And We strengthened his dominion and gave him wisdom 
and decisiveness in argument. (38:20) 
Approached you the tiding of the disputants 
when they climbed over the wall of a sanctuary? (38:21) 
When they entered in on David, he was terrified of them. 
They said: Fear not. Two disputants were insolent, 
one of us against the other. 
So give judgment duly between us and transgress not 
and guide us to the right path, (38:22) 
Truly, this is my brother. He has ninety-nine ewe, 
while I have опе ewe. And he said: 
Place it in my charge and he triumphed 
over me in argument. (38:23) 
David said: Certainly, he did wrong to you 
in asking for your ewe in addition to his ewes. 
And, truly, many partners in business are insolent, 
one to another, but those who believed 
and did as the ones in accord with morality, and they are few. 
And David thought that We tried him 
and he asked for forgiveness of his Lord 
and fell down as one who bows down penitent. (38:24) 
So We forgave him that. And, truly, 
for him is nearness with Us and goodness of destination. (38:25) 
O David! Truly, We made you a viceregent on the earth 
so give judgment duly among humanity 
and follow not your desire 
for it will cause you to go astray from the way of God. 
Truly, those who go astray from the way of God, 
for them there is a severe punishment 
because they forgot the Day of Reckoning. (38:26) 
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COMMENTARY? 

David is referred to here (38:17) as a strong person who turned 
to God. The chapter earlier mentioned (38:12-38:13) the peoples of 
Noah, the Aad, Thamud, Pharaoh, Lot’s people and the community 
that lived in the wooded dale near Midian. All of these were tyran- 
nical, and it was such tyranny that gave them the impression of 
power. David, on the other hand, was a man of strength, but he al- 
ways turned to God, repenting of his sins, glorifying God and wor- 
shipping Him. He did so when he was truly powerful, with a 
kingdom to rule. 

In Chapter 2, The Cow (see below), we have an account of 
David in his youth, when he was a soldier in Saul’s army. At the time, 
which was long after Moses, the Children of Jacob asked one of their 
Prophets to assign one of them as king and they promised that they 
would fight for God’s cause under his leadership. God appointed Saul 
as their king and he marshaled them to face Goliath’s mighty army. 
It was David who killed Goliath. From that day, his standing was en- 
hanced, such that, in turn, he became king. Yet having a throne did 
not lead him astray. He continued to tum to God in repentance, glo- 
rifying and worshipping Him. 

Apart from prophethood and a kingdom, God also blessed David 
with an alert heart and a melodious voice, which he used to good ef- 
fect as he sang his psalms and hymns. He would be so absorbed in 
his devotion that barriers between him and the universe would dis- 
appear and the mountains would echo his glorification, while birds 
gathered around him, all glorifying the Lord Creator. (38:18-38:19) 

Thus, his kingdom was strong and well established. (38:20) He 
administered his government with wisdom and clear, decisive vision. 
The phrase ‘decisiveness in judgment’ means that his views were 
clear, not subject to hesitation. When this is coupled with wisdom, it 
makes for perfect government within the human world. However, 
this did not spare David from being subjected to tests and trials. Nev- 
ertheless, God continued to take care of him and guided his foot- 
steps: 

These verses (38:21-38:24) tell of a test to which David was sub- 
jected. David used to devote some of his time to conducting the af- 
fairs of his kingdom and to judge in people’s disputes. The rest of 
his time he devoted to his worship, preferring seclusion when he sang 
his psalms. When he went into the sanctuary, no one was allowed in. 

One day, David was surprised when he saw two people climbing 
over the wall into the sanctuary. He was alarmed. No good believer 
or trustworthy person would enter in this way. Therefore, they im- 
mediately tried to reassure him, saying that they were in dispute and 
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wanted him to judge between them in fairness, showing them the 
way to justice. One of them immediately started putting his case for- 
ward, saying that the other man, his brother, had 99 ewes while he 
only had one. Yet he insisted on taking charge of his single ewe, plac- 
ing it with his 99, 

As stated by one of the disputants, the case is one of gross in- 
justice that cannot be condoned. Hence, David immediately started 
to give his judgment without speaking to the other man or asking 
him to give his side of the story. Instead, he told the first man that 
the other had been unfair in his demands, and that many people be- 
have in this way, except those who are good believers and do right- 
eous deeds. These, however, are few in number... . 

At this point David realized that this was a test. (38:24) His good 
nature surfaced again, because he was a man always ready to accept 
what is right. God’s response was to accept his repentance. (38:25) 

The Quranic comments given after the story explain the nature 
of the test and specify the line God wants His servant to whom He 
assigned judgment between people to take. (38:26) . 


DAvID WAS PENITENT 
And We bestowed Solomon on David. How excellent a servant. 
Truly, he was penitent. (38:30) 
When they were presented before him in the evening 
—steeds standing with one foot slightly raised— (38:31) 
he said: Truly, I cherished and loved the good 
instead of remembering my Lord 
when the sun secluded itself behind the partition of the night. (38:32) 
Return them to me. 
Then, he took wiping over their legs and their necks. (38:33) 
And, certainly, We tried Solomon. 
We cast a lifeless body on his seat. 
Again, he was penitent. (38:34) 
He said: My Lord! Forgive me and bestow on me 
а dominion such will not be fit and proper for another after me. 
Truly, You are The Giver. (38:35) 
So We caused the wind to be subservient to him. 
It runs at his command, a gentle wind, wherever it lit. (38:36) 
And We made subservient the satans 
and every builder and diver (38:37) 
and others, ones who are chained in bonds. (38:38 ) 
This is Our gift. Then, have you shown grace 
or have you held back without reckoning? (38:39) 
Truly, for him is nearness with Us, 
and goodness of destination. (38:40 ) 
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COMMENTARY? 

[These signs] are a reference to the road taken by all God’s Mes- 
sengers. It groups them together. Everyone of them took it: everyone 
suffered, was tested and remained patient in adversity; each at his 
own step in the lofty ladder of prophethood. The life of each one of 
them was a series of tests, each bearing much pain. Even when things 
were pleasant and comfortable, this represented a different form of 
test so as to ensure that they remained patient when life was easy in 
the same way as they were patient in adversity. Both situations re- 
quire endurance. When we contemplate the lives of all God’s mes- 
sengers, as told to us in the Quran, we realize that patience was the 
most prominent element. In essence, their lives were a long series of 
trials and tests. 

The lives of God’s messengers were in fact an open book for all 
humanity to read, with every page speaking about trials, afflictions 
and patience. The records show how the human soul triumphs over 
pain and necessity. How it rises above all that to which the present 
world attaches value, and how it discards desires and temptations, 
so as to achieve full dedication to God, and in so doing passes the 
test He has set. It shows the meaning of choosing Him over every- 
thing else. (30:4-30:5, 30:8). Indeed they said much more. God di- 
rects the Prophet to bear their statements with patience, and tells him 
that in his mind and heart he should live with a different type of peo- 
ple: the select few, God’s Messengers with whom he has a strong 
affinity and close relationship. Indeed, he used to refer to them as 
though they were his immediate relatives. 

People may be speechless when they hear that the mountains, 
inanimate entities, should join David in his constant glorification of 
God as he chants his songs of praise. Not only that but the birds also 
flock to him, listen and join in with the chorus to his hymns. Their 
surprise results from the fact that it runs counter to everything they 
have been used to. They only know that human beings, birds and 
mountains belong to totally separate realms. 

Yet, why should anyone be surprised? All these creatures, dif- 
ferent as their races, shapes, forms and characteristics are, share in 
one fundamental fact: they turn to the Lord who created the whole 
universe with all its animate and inanimate objects. When man’s re- 
lation with his Lord attains sublime purity, barriers between different 
elements are removed. The whole matter is simple: God gave His 
servant David this unique characteristic, and caused the mountains 
to join him in extolling His glory moming and evening, and gathered 
the birds around him to echo his praises. This was simply an addi- 
tional gift by virtue of God’s grace. 
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It seems that at this stage the two men disappeared. In fact, they 
were two angels who had come to test David, the prophet God had 
placed in a position of authority to judge between people in fairness, 
making sure who is right before passing judgment. They had put the 
case to him in a very sentimental way, one that invited immediate 
sympathy. However, a judge must not allow sentiment to take charge. 
He must not be hasty. Above all, he must not rely on the statement 
of one party, without allowing the other party to present his case and 
submit his evidence. Some aspects of the case, if not all of it, may 
then be seen in a different light. In other words, appearances can 
often be deceptive or incomplete. 

It is then a case of David being given the position of vicegerent 
on earth, one whereby he is required to judge between people in all 
fairness. He is told not to follow vain desires, which means in the 
case of a prophet, not to be hasty in one’s first reaction. For this can 
easily lead to going astray from God’s path. Rather, he must make 
sure of all the facts before passing judgment. The concluding sen- 
tence in the verse gives a general rule that applies to all cases of going 
astray from God’s path. It exposes the person concemed to severe 
punishment on the Day of Reckoning. 

One aspect of the care God took of His servant David is that He 
drew his attention at the first hurdle, and put him back on the right 
track at the first rash move, warning him of the ultimate result, when 
he had not even made one step towards it. Such is God’s favor that 
He bestows on His chosen servants. Since they are human, they may 
slip when they travel an uneven patch of the road, but God takes them 
by the hand putting them back on course and teaching them how to 
repent. Then He forgives them and bestows even greater favors on 
them. 


David GIVEN KNOWLEDGE 
CHAPTER 27: THE 48TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
Makkah: Certainly, We gave David and Solomon knowledge; 
and they said: All Praise belongs to God 
Who gave us advantage over many of His servants, 
ones who believe. (27:15) 


To David WE САУЕ THE PSALMS 
CHAPTER 17: THE 50TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
And your Lord is greater in knowledge of whoever 
are in the heavens and in and on the earth. 
And, certainly, We gave advantage 
to some of the Prophets over others. 
And to David We gave Psalms. (17:55) 
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THE OFFSPRING OF DAVID GUIDED 
CHAPTER 6: THE 55TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
And We bestowed on him Isaac and Jacob. 
Each of them We guided. 
And Noah We guided before 
and among his offspring are David and Solomon 
and Job and Joseph and Moses and Aaron. 
And, thus, We gave recompense 
to the ones who are doers of good. (6:84) 


DAVID GIVEN GRACE 

CHAPTER 34: THE 57TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
Makkah: And, certainly, We gave David grace from Us. 
O mountains! Echo psalms of praise with him and the birds. 
And We softened iron for him, (34:10) 
saying that: Work on full coats of mail 
and calculate the links. 
And do as one in accord with morality. 
Truly, I ат Seeing of what you do. (34:11) 
жжжжж 
They worked for him whatever of sanctuaries he wills 
—images and basin-like cisterns like water-troughs 
and cooking pots—ones firmly fixed. 
People of David! Act with thankfulness. 
But few of My servants are grateful. (34:13) 


COMMENTARY® 

David was the type of servant described at the end of the first 
part of the [signs] (34:10-34:11). The chapter follows this reference 
by recounting some of his history, preambled by details of the grace 
God bestowed on him. (34:10) Reports suggest that David had an 
unusually beautiful voice, and he used to sing his Psalms, which are 
praises of God mentioned in the Jewish Scripture, but God knows 
which of them were truly David’s. 

This (34:10) is another aspect of the grace God bestowed on 
David. Within the context wherein it occurs, this seems to be a mir- 
acle going beyond what is familiar to us. The chapter is not speaking 
here of heating iron until it becomes soft and molding it into the re- 
quired shape. Rather, it appears that the iron was softened in a dif- 
ferent way from what normally occurs, yet God knows best. 
Although guiding man to the softening of iron by heating is in itself 
an aspect of God’s grace, our assumption here rests on the fact that 
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the overall atmosphere is one of miracles and unfamiliar phenom- 
ena. 

Reports suggest that prior to David’s time, armor was plated, 
(34:11) each coat being made up of one plate or sheet, which was 
very heavy for soldiers making them stiff and rigid. God instructed 
David in how to make armor from fine links that could be easily 
molded so as to move in accordance with the body. David was also 
ordered to make these links narrow so that they could give complete 
protection against spears, preventing them from penetrating through. 
This is the reference in the verse to measuring the links with care. 
All this was taught to David through divine inspiration. 

(34:11) This does not apply to their making coats of mail. In- 
stead it is clear that they must be on their guard in all that they do 
because God sees all and rewards everyone in accordance with what 
they deserve. Nothing escapes Him. 

All this grace was given to David. Solomon was also given the 
ability to perform extraordinary feats, as a manifestation of God’s 
grace. (34:12-34:13). 

We can say that God placed the wind at Solomon’s command 
(34:12) making it travel forward to a specific place [which according 
to Chapter 21, The Prophets, is Palestine] for a month, and then mak- 
ing its return journey over a period of a month. Certain objectives 
were achieved by these two journeys. These were known to Solomon 
and he accomplished them by God’s command. We prefer not to say 
any more on this point so as not to indulge in unsubstantiated leg- 
ends. 

The general context of [this sign 34:12] again suggests that this 
was also a miracle, like the softening of iron for David. This might 
have taken place in the form of a volcanic fountain pouring forth 
brass that had been molten underground. Likewise, God might have 
instructed Solomon on how to get brass to become fluid and mold it 
into different shapes. Regardless of how all this took place, it was 
nonetheless an act of God’s abundant grace. 

The [signs] conclude with an address to David’s household. 
(34:13) All this was given you by God’s grace, through David and 
Solomon. You must not take false pride in it, but instead give proper 
thanks. Good action is an important form of thanksgiving. 

However, few of My servants are truly thankful. (34:13) This 
comment also serves as a directive. It tells us on the one hand that 
the grace and favors God bestows on His servants are so great that 
few of them are able to express due thanks for them, and on the other 
that people often neglect their thanksgiving duty. In fact, however 
much people try to express their gratitude, they cannot give due 
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thanks for what God bestows on them. What is their status, then, if 
they slacken and overlook this duty? 

David and his family were full of gratitude to God for all His 
blessings and used such favors for good purpose. The people of 
Sheba, however, are to be contrasted with such role models. In Chap- 
ter 27, The Ants, we have a report of what took place between their 
queen and Solomon. Here, the story gives an account of what hap- 
pened to them after Solomon, which suggests that the events included 
here date back to a period after the queen’s exchanges with Solomon. 
What makes this more likely is that the story here speaks of Sheba’s 
people becoming ungrateful for God’s blessings, which were then 
withdrawn and the people scattered. Under the queen mentioned in 
Chapter 27, they enjoyed a plentiful period and were very powerful. 
The first report received by Solomon about them was from a hoopoe 
who told him: “I found there a woman ruling over them; and she has 
been given of all good things, and hers is a magnificent throne. 1 
found her and her people prostrating themselves to the sun instead 
of God; and Satan has made their deeds seem goodly to them, thus 
turning them away from the path [of God!, so that they cannot find 
the right way.” (27:23-27:24) 

This was subsequently followed by the queen’s submission to 
God, as she embraced the divine faith. The story here, then, is cer- 
tainly of a subsequent period. It tells of what happened to them after 
they tumed away from God and refused to thank Him for His favors. 

The Quranic description shows that David (peace be upon him) 
attained such a sublime standard of devotion and transparency in his 
praises that barriers between him and other creatures disappeared. 
Thus the truth between them became interrelated as they all praise 
God. Hence the mountains and the birds echoed his praises of God. 
When all of them had direct links with God, whatever separates 
species and creatures was removed. They felt that their bond with 
God overcame all barriers between them. Hence, they echoed one 
another in praising God, attaining an extraordinary level of trans- 
parency that can only be attained through God’s grace. 

When David raised his voice singing God’s praises and glorify- 
ing Him, the mountains and the birds echoed him. The universe re- 
tured their songs as these were presented to God, the One. This is a 
remarkably splendid point in time which cannot be appreciated ex- 
cept by one who so experiences it, and even then only momentarily. 
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DAVID AND SOLOMON 
CHAPTER 21: THE 73RD CHAPTER REVEALED 
Makkah: And mention David and Solomon, 
when they give judgment about cultivation 
when a herd of the sheep of his folk strayed. 
And to their critical judgment 
We had been ones who bear witness. (21:78) 
So We caused Solomon to understand it. 
And We gave each of them critical judgment and knowledge. 
And We caused to become subservient to David, 
the mountains and the birds to glorify God. 
And We had been ones who do such things. (21:79) 
We taught him the art of making garments of chain mail 
for you to fortify you from your violence 
Will you not then be ones who are thankful? (21:80) 


COMMENTARY? 

The story of the field over which David and Solomon gave judg- 
ment is detailed in some reports as stating that two men came to 
David. One of them had a field, or a vineyard according to some re- 
ports, while the other had a flock of sheep. David ruled that the owner 
of the field should take the sheep in compensation for his wasted 
crops. 

The sheep’s owner then passed by Solomon and told him of 
David’s judgment. 

Solomon went to his father and said: Prophet of God, you should 
have judged differently. 

David asked: How should I judge? 

Solomon replied: Give the sheep to the field’s owner to benefit 
by them and give the field to the sheep’s owner to tend until it is re- 
tumed to its original state. Then each man returns to the other his 
property. Thus, the field’s owner will get his field and the sheep’s 
owner his sheep. 

David confirmed that that was the right judgment, and he or- 
dered it to be carried out. 

This is a higher level of justice, one which was given by God’s 
inspiration. 

Both David and Solomon were given wisdom and knowledge. 
(21:79) There was nothing wrong with David’s judgment, but that 
of Solomon's went a step further because it was inspired. 

The chapter moves on to show what was given specifically to 
each of these Prophets. (Verses 79-80) 

Both David and Solomon judged according to their own discre- 
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tion, but God was observing their judgment. He inspired Solomon 
to give the verdict that was fairer. David’s judgment aimed to com- 
pensate the field’s owner for the damage done to him, which estab- 
lishes justice. But Solomon’s judgment added to justice a 
constructive dimension. Thus, justice became a motive to initiate 
constructive effort. 

David was famous for his Psalms, which were hymns that he 
chanted in his melodious voice. They were echoed by his surround- 
ings, including the mountains and birds. When a human being feels 
his bond with God alive in his heart, he feels that the entire universe 
responds to him. All impediments and barriers separating different 
kinds of creatures are thus removed, so that they join together in one 
great, universal entity. In such moments of clarity, man’s soul is 
united with all about it. It is no longer distinct from its surroundings. 
Indeed it is one with all that is around it. 

As we read these verses we can imagine David chanting his 
Psalms, oblivious to his own separate entity, letting his soul move 
freely in the universe, looking at God’s animate and inanimate cre- 
ation. He feels that they echo his chanting and in this way respond 
to him. The entire universe thus becomes an orchestra singing a mar- 
velous tune of God’s praise and glorification. The seven heavens 
extol His limitless glory, as does the earth, and all who dwell in them. 
Indeed every single thing extols His glory and praise, but you cannot 
understand their praises. (17:44) The one who understands such 
praises is a person who sheds all barriers and separations. He is one 
who turns to God. 

There is nothing difficult for God (21:79) when He wills to have 
it done or put in place, regardless of whether it is familiar or not to 
mankind. 

This (21:80) was how God taught him to make shields using in- 
terconnected rings. Shields were previously made of long plates. 
Small, interconnected rings can make a shield that is easier to use 
and more flexible. It seems that it was David who invented this, as 
God instructed him to do. God reminds people of His favor in teach- 
ing David this art so as to protect them in wartime. The verse ends 
with a question that encourages them to do the right thing: Will you, 
then, give thanks? 


DaviD KILLED GOLIATH 
CHAPTER 2: THE 87TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
Madinah: So they put them to flight 
with he permission of God. 
And David killed Goliath. 


Воок 28: FROM JOB TO THE COMPANIONS OF THE TOWN 


27 


And God gave him the dominion and wisdom, 

and taught him of what He wills. 

And if not for God driving humanity back 

—some by some others— 

the earth would have, certainly, gone to ruin, 

except God is Possessor of Grace to the worlds. (2:251) 


COMMENTARY? 

The [signs] confirm that, despite their material disadvantage, the 
small, devoted, faithful band of believers prevailed and overran their 
formidable enemy. (2:250-2:251) 

Their prayers are deeply sincere and poignant. The Arabic words 
depict patience as an endless shower poured down upon the believers 
by God Almighty, filling their hearts with reassurance and tranquility 
and providing them with the power and energy to face their superior 
enemy. They plead for strength to stand firm and to triumph over 
their adversary. It was clearly a confrontation between truth and 
falsehood in which God’s intervention was indispensable to ensure 
a decisive victory for His allies. 

At the time of these events, (2:251) David was a young man and 
Goliath a powerful king and a fearful commander, but God wished 
to demonstrate to the Children of Jacob that they should not judge 
matters at face value, and should look deeper into the reality of 
things. Their side of the bargain was to keep their pact with God and 
prepare themselves for battle, leaving the rest to God who knows the 
essence of all things and how they come about. The outcome would 
be decided by God, in accordance with His will and wisdom. It was 
God’s will that a youth such as David should slay a powerful giant- 
of-a-man such as Goliath as proof that physical power by itself is not 
the decisive factor. The other divine objective, not obvious at the 
time, was that David was destined to inherit the kingdom of Saul, 
and that David would be succeeded by his son, Solomon, who 
reigned over what became the golden era in the whole history of the 
Children of Jacob, a period of great religious revival which came 
after their return from the wilderness. 


UNGRATEFUL CURSED BY THE TONGUE OF DAVID 
CHAPTER 5: THE 112TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
Madinah: Those who were ungrateful were cursed 
among the Children of Jacob by the tongue of David 
and that of Jesus son of Mary. 
That was because they would rebel 
and they had been exceeding the limits. (5:78) 
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COMMENTARY? 

When we remember that it was Jesus and David who cursed the 
Children of Jacob, we realize that theirs is a long history of ingrati- 
tude, disobedience and rejection of the truth. Prophets who were sent 
to guide and save them were the ones who eventually condemned 
them so that they might not be guided to the truth. God answered 
their prayers and destined the Israelites to a perpetual curse. 

The unbelievers among the Children of Jacob were the ones who 
distorted their revealed Scriptures and refused to abide by the rulings 
of the divine code, as we are told in several Quranic chapters. They 
violated their covenant with God in which they pledged themselves 
to support and follow every Messenger He sent. (5:78) 
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Сор”5 BLESSINGS ON SOLOMON 
CHAPTER 38: THE 38TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
Makkah: And, certainly, We tried Solomon. 
We cast a lifeless body on his seat. 
Again, he was penitent. (38:34) 


SOLOMON INHERITS FROM DAVID 
CHAPTER 27: THE 38TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
Makkah: Certainly We gave David and Solomon 
knowledge and they said: 
All Praise belongs to God Who has given us advantage 
over many of His believing servants. 
And Solomon inherited from David and he said: 
O humanity! We were taught the utterance of the birds 
and everything was given to us. 
Truly, this is clearly grace. (27:16) 
And there was assembled before Solomon 
his armies of jinn and humankind and birds 
and they are marching in rank (27:17) 
until when they approached the Valley of the Ants. 
One ant said: O ants! Enter your dwellings 
so that Solomon and his armies not crush you 
while they are not aware. (27:18) 
So Solomon smiled as one who laughs at its saying and he said: 
My Lord! Arouse me that I give thanks for Thy divine blessing 
with which Thou wert gracious to me 
and ones who are my parents 
and that I do as one in accord with morality. 
May Thou be well-pleased and cause me to enter by Thy Mercy 
among Thy servants, ones in accord with morality. (27:19) 
And he reviewed the birds and said: 
Why see I not the hoopoe bird? 
Had it been among the ones who are absent? (27:20) 
I will, certainly, punish him with a severe punishment 
or deal a death blow to it 
unless it brings me a clear authority! (27:21) 


COMMENTARY? 
Solomon’s story is full of movement and action, rich in feeling 
and scenery. Highlighting certain images and separating them with 
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suitable gaps are two more aspects of the unique method of the 
Quran. (27:15) 

The sign gives us an account of some of the favors God granted 
Solomon, particularly his knowledge of the speech of birds and other 
creatures. This is in addition to what is mentioned in other chapters, 
such as his ability to judge in intricate disputes, and the fact that the 
winds were made subject to his command, by God’s grace. 

The story begins with the reference to knowledge: For sure, We 
granted knowledge to David and Solomon. (27:15) Before the sign 
concludes we are told of their thanksgiving to God for this favor. 
They stress the great value and benefit of knowledge, and declare 
their praise of God for it. Thus, the value of knowledge is enhanced, 
and it becomes clear that people with knowledge are favored highly. 

We are not told here of the type or speciality of the knowledge 
given to these two prophets because the emphasis is on knowledge 
in its entirety. This gives us the further connotation that all knowledge 
is a gift from God, and that it behooves every person of knowledge 
to know the source of such knowledge. This makes all those endowed 
with knowledge turn to God, praising Him, and motivates them to 
use their knowledge in ways that please the great Giver. Thus, knowl- 
edge, which is an aspect of God’s favor, does not tum people away 
from God. Any knowledge that does so is deviant, moving away from 
its source and missing its goal. Nor does it bring happiness to the one 
who possesses it. Instead, it brings only misery, fear, worry and de- 
struction. 

The story then progresses concentrating on Solomon only. 
(27:16) David was given kingship alongside prophethood and knowl- 
edge, but it is knowledge, rather than kingship, that is mentioned in 
this context because being a king is too trivial by comparison. 

It is clear that the inheritance intended here is that of knowledge, 
because it is the main blessing which deserves mention. This is con- 
firmed by Solomon’s declaration to his people. (Verse 16) He high- 
lights the fact that he has been taught the language of birds, and 
mentions other favors in a general way, but he attributes both to the 
same source, which is not David, his father. Indeed, none of this did 
he inherit from his father 

Removing the Barriers of Nature: “О people! We have been 
taught the speech of birds, and have been given of all good things. 
(27:16) Thus Solomon announces to all people that these are aspects 
of God’s favors granted to him. He seeks no special position as a re- 
sult. Indeed, he describes such favors as they truly are: This is indeed 
a manifest favor [from God]. (27:16) It is a favor that makes its 
source known to all. No one can teach the language of birds to man 
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other than God, and no one can give anyone a measure of all good 
things except God. 

Birds, animals and insects have their own means of communi- 
cation, which are in fact their languages. God, the Creator of all these 
says: There is not an animal that walks on earth and no bird that flies 
on its wings but are communities like your own. (6:38) 

They cannot form communities unless they have ties and bonds 
which they maintain, and some means of communication with which 
to understand each other. This is clearly observed in many species 
of bird, animal and insect. Biologists who are interested in certain 
species try hard to understand a little of their languages, but they can 
only rely on guesswork which does not approach any degree of cer- 
tainty. What God granted to Solomon was something special, a mir- 
acle that goes beyond the laws of nature familiar to man. The 
knowledge he acquired was not through any attempt he had made to 
understand these species; it was a gift from God. 

This is only one part of the miracle God granted to Solomon, 
His servant. The other part was that a number of the jinn and birds 
were placed under his command, serving him like human servants 
would. Moreover, the birds thus placed under him were given special 
faculties far greater than ordinary birds of the same species. This is 
clearly apparent in the story of the hoopoe who was able to under- 
Stand the situation at the Queen of Sheba’s court as clearly as a most 
intelligent and religious person. This is again a miraculous aspect. 

It is a fact that the law God has set for His creation allows birds 
a measure of understanding that may vary, but this measure remains 
well below what man understands. That birds have their own form 
is merely part of the overall balance maintained in the universe. It is 
subject to the general law of creation. 

Another fact is that a hoopoe living today is exactly the same as 
other hoopoes that have lived on earth for a very long time. Its genes 
are such that they make it, practically, a clone of the first hoopoe. 
Whatever adaptations the hoopoe has gone through does not enable 
it to move on to a higher species. This is clearly part of the system 
and balance God has set for His creation. 

The two facts mentioned above cannot preclude the working of 
a miracle whenever God, the Creator of all species and laws govem- 
ing them wants it. The miracle itself may be a part of the overall law 
of creation, which we do not know in full. If it is, then this part occurs 
at the time appointed for it, which is known only to God. As it occurs, 
it transcends the natural laws familiar to man, but it thus comple- 
ments the divine laws of creation and balance. This explains how 
Solomon’s hoopoe came into existence, and perhaps all the birds that 
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were placed under Solomon’s command at that time. 

(27:17) This is a big procession in which are marshaled all 
troops, jinn, human and bird. Naturally, humans are well known to 
us, but the jinn are creatures about whom we know nothing more 
than what God has said in the Quran. They were created from flames, 
and can see us while we cannot see them. (7:27) [The reference in 
this verse is to Iblis, or Satan, who belongs to the jinn.] 

They are able to prompt people and tempt them to take evil and 
sinful actions. We do not know how this takes place. We also know 
that a group of them believed in God’s Messenger. He did not meet 
or see them, but God informed him of what happened: Say: ‘It has 
been revealed to me that a group of the jinn listened [to the Quran]’, 
and said: ‘We have listened to a wonderful discourse that guides to 
what is right, and so we have come to believe in it. We shall never 
associate any partners with our Lord. (72:1-72:2) 

We also know that God made some of them serve Solomon, 
making for him whatever he wished of sanctuaries, statues, and large 
cauldrons for cooking. They also dived into the sea for him, and did 
his bidding. Some were in his procession side by side with humans 
and birds. 

We say that God placed under Solomon’s command only a sec- 
tion of the jinn, birds, and humans. Thus it is clear that not all people 
on earth were his subjects, because his kingdom stretched over an 
area that includes today’s Palestine, Lebanon, Syria and Iraq, up to 
the Euphrates. Similarly, not all the jinn or birds were under his com- 
mand; rather it was a section of each type. 

In support of this view about the jinn we cite the fact that Iblis, 
or Satan, and his offspring belong to the jinn as the Quran states: 
(18:50) God also says about Iblis: Who whispers in the hearts of hu- 
manity, from among jinn and humanity (114:5-114:6) 

Thus Iblis and his offspring who all belonged to the jinn contin- 
ued to whisper in people’s hearts tempting them to sin during 
Solomon’s reign. Had they been placed under his command, they 
would not have been able to do so since he was a prophet advocating 
what is right. Therefore, it is clear that only a section of them were 
loyal to Solomon. 

So, this great procession was ready before Solomon: and they 
were all lined in orderly ranks, so that there would be no chance of 
disorder. They are described as ‘troops’ in the verse to indicate the 
orderly nature of the procession. 

At length, when they came to a valley of ants, one ant said: Go 
into your dwellings, ants, lest Solomon and his troops inadvertently 
crush you. He smiled joyously at her words, and said: My Lord! Di- 
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rect my whole being so that I will always be grateful for Your grace 
which You have bestowed on me and on my parents, and that I may 
do righteous deeds which will please You; and include me, by Your 
grace, among Your righteous servants. (27:18-27:19) 

So the procession moved forward in an orderly manner, until 
they reached a valley where ants were in plenty. In fact the sign de- 
scribes the place as a valley of ants. At this point, an ant supervisor 
made an announcement to all other ants in the vicinity. It should be 
remembered that, like bees, ants live in complex social colonies in 
which different ants have different functions and duties that are or- 
ganized according to an elaborate system that we might find too dif- 
ficult to emulate, despite our superior intelligence. So, the supervisor 
ant announced in the manner of communication used by ants that 
they should hasten back to their dwellings, so that Solomon and his 
troops would not crush them unawares. 

Solomon understood what she said and was pleased. His pleas- 
ure was two-fold: he smiled at her words like an adult smiles to a 
child who tries to evade him, fearing that the adult wants to punish 
him when he has no such intention. Plus he was gratified that God 
has given him this gift which opened up for him worlds that are nor- 
mally closed to mankind. He was also joyful at the fact that ants 
should have such understanding, with the ability to give orders and 
carry them out. 

When Solomon gathered what the ant said, he smiled joyously 
at her words.’ Yet he soon realized what had just happened. He real- 
ized that it was all a great gift God had granted him, lifting the bar- 
riers that separate different types of creation. He therefore turned to 
God in acknowledgement of His favors. (27:19) It is a direct address 
to his Lord, one that expresses the feeling that He is so close to him. 
He wants his whole being: organs, feelings and thoughts; heart, mind 
and tongue; words, actions and directions; talents, abilities and en- 
ergies to be brought together to offer thanks for all the favors be- 
stowed on him and his parents. Solomon’s prayer indicates how 
profound his appreciation of God’s grace was. He felt that God’s 
blessings overwhelmed his whole being as also his parents’. Hence, 
he wanted to give due thanks with his whole being. (27:19) 

To do good deeds is also a blessing from God to which He di- 
rects those who are genuinely grateful for His gifts. Solomon, a truly 
grateful servant of God who prays for His help so that he would 
wholeheartedly express his gratitude, also prays to Him to guide him 
to do what will earn His pleasure. 

Solomon knows that to be included among God’s righteous ser- 
vants is an aspect of God’s mercy. When it is bestowed on a servant 
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of God, it guides him to do righteous deeds, and thus he is included 
in this best group of God’s servants. We note that Solomon, a prophet 
at whose disposal God placed large sections of jinn, birds and people, 
does not take anything for granted. He fears lest his deeds or thanks- 
giving might not be up to the standard expected of him. This is a case 
of refined sensitivity that enhances Solomon’s aspiration to gain 
God’s pleasure and receive His mercy. It is expressed at the moment 
God’s grace is brought into view, as when the ant’s warning to other 
ants focuses attention on God’s grace that made Solomon understand 
her speech. 

We see here two miracles, not one. The first is Solomon listening 
to the ant and understanding her warming to her community. The sec- 
ond is the ant’s awareness that the approaching people were Solomon 
and his troops. We know that the first pertains to what God taught 
Solomon, a man and а prophet. Comparatively speaking, this is more 
probable than the second miracle that is clear in the ant’s words. An 
ant may recognize that the approaching procession consists of gigan- 
tic creatures who could easily crush tiny ones like ants if they step 
on them. Prompted by the survival instinct God has given them, ants 
may flee such a danger. But for an ant to recognize Solomon and his 
troops is miraculous indeed. 


SOLOMON AND THE QUEEN OF SHEBA 
Makkah: But it was not long in coming. 
Then, it said: I comprehended 
what you have not comprehended of it. 
And I drew near you from Sheba with certain tidings. (27:22) 
Truly, I found a woman controlling them. 
And she was given everything 
and for her is a sublime throne, (27:23) 
I found her and her folk prostrating herself to the sun 
—instead of God—and Satan 
made to appear pleasing to them their actions 
and barred them from the way 
so they are not truly guided. (27:24) 
So they prostrate themselves not to God 
Who brings out that which is hidden in the heavens and the earth 
and knows what you conceal and what you speak openly. (27:25) 
God, there is no god but He, 
the Lord of the Sublime Throne. (27:26) 
Solomon said: We will look on if you had been sincere 
or thou art of the ones who Пе. (27:27) 
Go thou with this letter of mine and cast it to them. 
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Again, turn away from them and look on what they return. (27:28) 
She said: O Council! 

Truly, a generous letter was cast down to me. (27:29) 

Truly, it is from Solomon and, truly, it is in the Name of God, 
The Merciful, The Compassionate. (27:30) 

Rise not up against me, but approach me 

as ones who submit to God. (27:31) 

She said: O Council! Render me an opinion in my affair. 

I had not been one who resolves unless you bear witness. (27:32) 
They said: We are imbued with strength and vigorous might, 
but the command із for you. 

So look on what you will command. (27:33) 

She said: Truly, when kings entered a town, 

they made corruption in it 

and made the most mighty of its people humiliated in spirit. 
Thus, this is what they accomplish. (27:34) 

But, truly, 1 am one who will send to them a present 

and will be one who looks 

with what returns the ones who are sent. (27:35) 

So when they drew near Solomon, 

he said: Are you furnishing me relief with wealth? 

What God gave me is better than what He gave you. 

Nay! It is you who should be glad with your present! (27:36) 
Return thou to them and We, truly, will approach them with armies 
against which they will not be capable 

and we will drive them out from there as ones who are disgraced 
and they, humble-spirited. (27:37) 

He said: O Council! Which of you will bring me her throne 
before they approach me as ones who submit to God? (27:38) 
A demon from among the jinn said: I will bring it to you 
before you will stand up from your station. 

And, truly, I ат strong, trustworthy. (27:38) 

Said he who has knowledge of the Book: 

I will bring it to you before thy glance goes back to you. 
And, then, when he saw that which is settled before him, 

he said: This is from the grace of my Lord to try me 

whether I give thanks or am ungrateful. 

And whoever gave thanks, truly, he gives thanks for himself. 
And whoever was ungrateful, then, truly, 

my Lord is Rich, Generous. (27:39) 

He said: Disguise her throne for her that we look on 

whether she will be truly guided 

or she will be of those who are not truly guided, (27:40) 
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So when she drew near, it was said: Is thy throne like this? 

She said: It is as though it had been it.(27:41) 

Solomon said: The knowledge was given us before her 

and we had been ones who submit to the One God. (27:42) 

She was barred from worshipping God 

by what she had been worshipping other than God 

for, truly, she had been of a folk, ones who are ungrateful. (27:43) 
It was said to her: Enter the pavilion. 

And when she saw it, she assumed it to be a pool 

and she bared her legs.(27:44) 


COMMENTARY? 

The story of the ants is a prelude to Solomon’s story with the 
Queen of Sheba in which the hoopoe plays an important role. The 
story is told in six scenes with certain aspects deliberately left out, 
but which do not impair our understanding. Indeed, these gaps serve 
to enhance the artistic beauty of the story. Furthermore, some scenes 
carry a commentary, alerting us to their spiritual significance and en- 
hancing the moral portrayed. These stylistic features combine in such 
a way as to ensure the perfect harmony of the verses. 

Since the reference to Solomon began by mentioning the jinn, 
humans and birds, as well as highlighting the importance of knowl- 
edge, the story gives roles to all three aspects of creation, thus show- 
ing the value of knowledge. It is as if the opening verses deliberately 
identify the key actors in the story. This, then, is one of the Quran’s 
finer artistic features in storytelling. 

As told in the [sign], the story paints the personal and distinctive 
features of the main characters: Solomon, the queen, the hoopoe and 
the queen’s courtiers. It portrays the different reactions from these 
characters in the various situations presented. 

The first scene begins with the military parade, after the proces- 
sion has passed the valley of the ants: 

He inspected the birds. (27:20-27:21) 

We see Solomon, a prophet and a king, marshalling his troops, 
and inspecting the birds only to discover the hoopoe’s absence. We 
understand that this is a special hoopoe, with a specific position as- 
signed to it in the procession. It was not just one of thousands or mil- 
lions of hoopoes on the face of the earth. We note that Solomon was 
alert enough to miss a mere soldier in the great multitude composed 
of jinn, men and birds. His enquiry is of the type that befits a com- 
mander: it is flexible, looking at the different possibilities: Why is it 
that I do not see the hoopoe? Is he among the absentees? (27:20) 

It soon becomes clear to all that the hoopoe is absent without 
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permission. The matter needed to be dealt with firmly so as to keep 
matters under control, particularly because its absence was no longer 
a secret. Hence, Solomon threatens the absent hoopoe: I will certainly 
punish him severely, or I will kill him. (27:21) But Solomon is not a 
tyrant; he is a prophet. He does not issue a final judgment on the 
hoopoe before listening to what it has to say in its defense. Therefore, 
we immediately see Solomon as a just ruler: Unless he brings me a 
clear warrant, to justify his absence. 

The curtains are drawn here, or maybe the scene continues as 
the hoopoe arrives. He carries an important and surprising piece of 
news for Solomon, as also for us who are observing events as they 
unfold: 

But the hoopoe did not take long in coming. He said: I have just 
leamt things that are unknown to you, and I come to you from Sheba 
with accurate information. 1 found there a woman ruling over them; 
and she has been given of all good things, and hers is a magnificent 
throne. І found her and her people prostrating themselves to the sun 
instead of God; and Satan has made their deeds seem goodly to them, 
thus turning them away from the path [of God], so that they cannot 
find the right way. That they should not prostrate themselves in wor- 
ship of God who brings forth all that is hidden in the heavens and 
the earth, and knows what you conceal and what you reveal. God, 
other than whom there is no deity, the Lord of the [truly] magnificent 
Throne.’ (27:22-27:26) 

The hoopoe is fully aware of the king’s firm and serious de- 
meanor. Therefore, he begins his report with a surprise that overshad- 
ows the fault of his absence and ensures that the king will listen to 
him: ‘I have just learnt things that are unknown to you.” What king 
would not listen when one of his subjects tells him that he has learnt 
something that he could not know? 

Now that the hoopoe has the king’s attention, it proceeds to give 
the news he brought from Sheba, in Yemen. He mentions first that: I 
found there a woman ruling over them, and he further adds that she 
has been given of all good things, which tells that her kingdom was 
affluent, powerful and civilized. Furthermore, the queen’s is a mag- 
nificent throne. (27:23) She sits on a magnificent couch that indicates 
the presence of skilled workers. The hoopoe adds that he found both 
the queen and her people prostrating themselves to the sun instead 
of God. (27: 24) He explains that these people had erred because 
Satan had deceived them, making their deeds seem fair to them. 
Thus, they are bereft of guidance, and as such they do not worship 
God Almighty who brings forth all that is hidden in the heavens and 
the earth. (27:25) What is hidden’ refers to everything that is con- 
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cealed, including the rain from the sky and the plants of the earth. It 
also includes the secrets of the heavens and the earth. He also knows 
what you conceal and what you reveal. (27:25) This mirrors what is 
hidden in the heavens and earth as it refers to what is hidden within 
one’s own soul. 

Until this point the hoopoe remains in the position of someone 
who has broken the rules and is still awaiting the king’s judgment. 
Hence, it concludes the news it brought with a reference to God 
Almighty, the Lord of all, and the Lord of the magnificent throne, to 
which no human throne can be compared. (27:26) This reference is 
meant as a reminder to the king so as to moderate his attitude as he 
remembers God’s great power. It is, in short, a subtle appeal for com- 
passion. 

What we see here is a remarkable, intelligent hoopoe who has 
faith. He presents what he saw very skillfully, aware of its position, 
and relying on subtle expression. It understands that the woman is a 
queen and the people around her are her subjects, and it is fully aware 
that they prostrate themselves before the sun, instead of God. It also 
knows that such worship should be offered only to God who is the 
Lord of all the universe. This is not how hoopoes generally look at 
matters and understand them. Such understanding by a hoopoe is in- 
deed miraculous. 

Exchange with a Powerful Queen: Solomon does not judge the 
matter hastily. He is not too thrilled with the news brought by the 
hoopoe. He wants to be sure before taking any action. This is the ap- 
propriate course to follow by a fair prophet and a wise king: 

Said [Solomon]: We shall see whether you have told the truth or you 
are a liar. Go with this my letter and deliver it to them; and then draw 
back from them, and see what answer they return. (27:27-27:28) 

At this point the contents of the letter are not revealed. They are 
left until it is delivered when interest is at its highest. 

The curtains are drawn here. When they are lifted again, we are 
in the presence of the Queen of Sheba, after the letter has been de- 
livered to her. She is in consultation with her advisers: 

[The Queen of Sheba] said: Know, my nobles, that a worthy let- 
ter has been delivered to me. It is from Solomon, and it reads, ‘In the 
name of God, the Most Merciful, the Beneficent: Do not exalt your- 
selves against me, but come to me in submission [to God].’(27: 29- 
27:31) 

As she tells them of the letter we gather that most probably she 
did not know how the letter was delivered or by whom. She uses the 
passive voice in her report of its delivery. Had she known that it was 
a hoopoe who delivered it, as some commentaries on the Quran sug- 
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gest, she would surely have reported this as a remarkable and ex- 
traordinary event. Nevertheless, she describes the letter as “worthy’, 
either because of its shape, appearance, the seal it bears or because 
of its contents which she reports to her advisers. (27:30-27:31) She 
did not worship God, but the whole region knew about Solomon and 
his status. Besides, the language of the letter was clear, decisive and 
to the point. 

What the letter stated was very clear, simple and powerful. It 
began with the name of God, the Most Merciful, and made a single 
demand: that the queen and her people must not take a hostile or bel- 
ligerent attitude towards its sender; rather, they should go to him de- 
claring their submission to God, in whose name he addressed them. 

Having reported on the letter and its contents, the queen re- 
quested advice, declaring that she would not make a decision without 
their consultation and consent: Nobles, counsel me in this my affair; 
no decision on any matter do I take unless you are present. (27: 32) 
Thus she appears to be a very wise queen. It is clear at the outset that 
she was greatly impressed by the letter, yet she also appears serious 
and decisive. She imparted this to her advisers by describing the letter 
as ‘worthy’. It is clear that she wants neither opposition nor bel- 
ligerency. She does not say this openly; instead, she prepares the way 
for it by the line she takes. She then requests their advice. 

As is customary with courtiers, they declared their readiness to 
do whatever was demanded of them, but they left the final decision 
to the queen. (27:33) 

Now we see the woman, rather than the queen, expressing her 
feelings. A woman instinctively hates war and the destruction it 
brings in its wake. Therefore, she decides to seek peace and concil- 
iation rather than resistance and conflict. (27:34-27:35) 

The queen is fully aware that when kings occupy a city or a 
country, they wreak havoc, destroying everything, so as to break all 
resistance. In particular, they target its chiefs, seeking to humiliate 
them as they are the ones who put up resistance. This is clearly the 
habit of all domineering kings. She is also aware that a gift wins 
hearts and emphasizes friendship. It may also remove the threat of 
war. Hence, her approach was certainly worth a try. If Solomon ac- 
cepted the gift, then he was after something that belonged to this 
world. She would then know that normal worldly means would be 
effective. If he refused the gift, then it was all a question of faith that 
he would pursue with diligence, accepting no compromise. 

This scene is concluded at this point. When the curtains are lifted 
again we see the queen’s emissaries delivering her gift to Solomon 
who takes them to task for thinking that they could buy his peace 
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with money, seeking to divert him from calling on them to believe 
in God. He announced his final ultimatum, in clear and powerful 
terms. 

(27: 36-27:37) His answer derides money, scorning its use in a 
situation that involves advocacy of the faith, where it can be of no 
use. (Verse 36) He has given me things that are far superior to wealth; 
namely, knowledge, prophethood and the service of the jinn and 
birds. No material thing, rich as it may be, holds any attraction for 
me: “Yet you rejoice with your own gift.” (27:36) Such worldly lux- 
uries may please the likes of you who have no bond with God and 
who do not receive His gifts. 

He follows this with a new ultimatum, saying to the queen’s 
envoy. (27:37) Such forces have never been placed under any per- 
son’s command. The queen and her powerful army are no match for 
them. (27:37) 

The curtains are drawn, and the envoys are dismissed. The [sign] 
does not add a further word about them. It is as if the whole matter 
is settled and needs no further comment. 

Waiting for the Queen: We now see Solomon fully aware that 
his answer will settle the matter with the queen, whom he realized 
had no wish for conflict. Indeed, he felt that she was likely to respond 
to his call. The [sign], however, does not mention how her envoys 
returned, what they said to her, and how she made up her mind. There 
is a gap here, but we learn from what comes afterwards that she 
planned to go to Solomon, and that he was aware of her intention. 
Hence, he discusses with his commanders how to bring him her 
throne that she had left well guarded in her palace: 

(27:38-27:40) What was Solomon’s objective behind bringing 
her throne before she arrived and declared her submission to God? 
Most probably he wanted to show her some aspect of the superior 
power placed at his command. This was likely to win her heart and 
influence her to believe in God. 

A jinn from among the jinn offered to bring the throne to him 
before he had finished the session he was attending. Jt is reported 
that he sat from morning till noon to judge in disputes that were put 
to him. Apparently, Solomon felt that this was too long a time to wait. 
Therefore, a person ‘who was deeply versed in the Book’ offered to 
bring it in the twinkling of an eye. The sign does not mention the 
name of that person, nor does it say which was the book known to 
him. We understand, however, that he was a believer who had a 
strong bond with God, and had some divine secret that allowed him 
to use something of the great power that transcends barriers and dis- 
tances. This is something that at times occurs to some people with 
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very strong faith. No explanation is offered for it, because it goes be- 
yond what is familiar to people. This, then, is all that we can say 
without delving into the realm of legend and superstition. 

Some commentators on the Quran add certain details. Some say 
that the book mentioned in the verse is the Torah; others say that the 
person knew God’s greatest name; and others still have offered yet 
more suggestions. None of these, however, gives us any explanation 
that carries any degree of certainty. Yet the matter is much simpler 
than all such explanations. Countless are the secrets we know nothing 
about in the universe around us, and numerous also are the powers 
that we do not use ourselves. Indeed, within the human soul there 
are many secrets and powers that we cannot fathom. When God 
wants to inform any of His servants of one of these secrets or powers 
that person will accomplish something of a miraculous nature that 
goes beyond what is familiar. It is all accomplished by God’s will 
and design. No one other than a true servant of God will be able to 
accomplish such feats. 


Сор GUIDED SOLOMON’S OFFSPRING 
CHAPTER 6: THE 55TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
Makkah: And We bestowed on him Isaac and Jacob. 
Each of them We guided. 
And Noah We guided before and among his offspring 
are David and Solomon and Job and Joseph 
and Moses and Aaron. 
And, thus, We gave recompense 
to the ones who are doers of good. (6:84) 


THE DESTRUCTION OF SABA 

CHAPTER 34: THE 57TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
Makkah: And to Solomon We subjected the wind. 
The first part of the day was a month 5 journey 
and the evening course was a month's journey. 
We caused a spring of molten brass to flow for him. 
And We gave him of the jinn who work in advance of him 
with the permission of his Lord. 
Whoever of them swerved from Our command 
We caused him to experience the punishment of the blaze. (34:12) 
жжәйж 
Then, when Ие decreed death for Solomon, 
nothing pointed out his death to the jinn, 
but a moving creature of the earth that consumes his scepter. 
So when he fell down, it became clear to the jinn 
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that if they had been knowing the unseen, 

they would not have lingered in expectation 

in the despised punishment. (34:14) 

There had, certainly, been for Sheba a sign in their dwelling place. 
Two gardens on the right and on the left. 

Eat of the provision of your Lord and give thanks to Him: 

A good land and a forgiving Lord. (34:15) 

But they turned aside, so We sent against them 

the overwhelming flood, 

and We substituted for their two gardens, 

two gardens yielding a sour harvest, and tamarisks, 

and something of lote-trees here and there. (34:16) 

That is how We gave recompense to them 

because they were ungrateful. 

And we recompense, but the ungrateful. (34:17) 

And We made between them and between the towns 

which We blessed, that which are manifest towns 

and We ordained journeying in them. 

Journey through them as ones who are safe night and day. (34:18) 
But they said: Our Lord! Cause a distance between our journeys 
and they did wrong to themselves. 

So We made them as tales and We tore them to pieces, 

a total tearing to pieces. 

Truly, in that are signs for every enduring grateful one. (34:19) 
And, certainly, established as true about them 

was the opinion of Iblis and they followed him, 

but a group of people among the ones who believe. (34:20) 
There had not been for him any authority over them, 

but that We know who believe in the world to come 

from who is in uncertainty of it. 

And thy Lord is Guardian over everything. (34:21) 


COMMENTARY? 

We move to the scene іп the story which shows Solomon ’s death 
while the Jinn continue to work hard as he had bid them, unaware of 
the fact of his death, until a worm had gnawed at his staff sufficiently 
for him to fall down. (34:14) 

It is reported that in the position he was in at the moment of his 
death, he was leaning over his stick and that he remained in that po- 
sition while the jinn continued performing the task he assigned them. 
Then a worm that eats wood came upon his stick. This type of worm 
gnaws persistently at wood ruining roofs, doors and buildings foun- 
dations. In parts of Upper Egypt, some villages do not use a single 
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piece of wood in their homes for fear of woodworm. When the wood- 
worm had gnawed at Solomon’s staff, it could no longer support him, 
and he fell down. Only then did the jinn realize that he was dead. 
(34:14) 

Such, then, are the jinn whom some people worship. We see 
them here subservient to one of God’s servants. They are totally un- 
able to fathom something which is hidden from them, yet is very 
close: how then can they gratify people’s appeals to learn the secrets 
of what is beyond the reach of perception! 

The story of Sheba is also told in 34:15-34:21 with the following 
commentary: The story opens with a description of the great bless- 
ings they enjoyed and the provisions they were granted, as well as 
the requirement that they should demonstrate their gratitude as they 
could; There was a sign for the people of Sheba in their dwelling 
place: two gardens, one to the right and one to the left: Eat of what 
your Lord has provided for you, and give thanks to Him: a land most 
goodly and a Lord Much- Forgiving. (34:15) 

Sheba is the name of a community living in southem Yemen, in 
a fertile land some of which remains so today. They were highly civ- 
ilized and were able to make good use of their water resources, as 
they were blessed with much rainfall, occupying territory close to 
the sea in the south and east. They were thus able to build a natural 
dam between two mountains, erecting a great wall down the valley, 
with controlled openings. In this way they were able to retain water 
in great quantities which they used as they needed. This great darn 
was known as the Marib Dam. 

The gardens to the right and left symbolize the splendid fertility 
of their land which gave them beauty and affluence. Therefore, they 
were signs reminding them of God who gives every good thing. They 
were commanded to make full use of what was granted to them and 
to thank the Giver. (34:15) They were also reminded of the nature of 
their blessings: the productive land and the forgiveness of their sins. 
(34:15) When such priceless blessings are given in plenty, why were 
they unwilling to give thanks? (34:16) 

When they failed to show their gratitude to God and use what 
God favored them with in a goodly and beneficial way, He took away 
their source of affluence and let loose raging, stone-carrying torrents 
which destroyed their dam and its water flooded the whole area. With 
the dam no longer functioning, the land dried up. Instead of beautiful 
gardens they now had only a desert in which only a few wild trees 
were to grow, bearing no good fruit. The verse says that their gardens 
were “replaced ...with others yielding bitter fruit, tamarisks, and a 
few lote trees.” (34:16) This was the best that their land could sub- 
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sequently produce and even then it was only in small quantities. 

(34:17) Until then they had remained in their villages and 
homes. God stinted their provisions and replaced their riches with 
austerity, but He had not yet scattered them over a wider area. They 
had easy contacts with the cities blessed by God: Makkah and 
Jerusalem. To the north of Sheba, Yemen was well inhabited and its 
land routes to other areas were safe and comfortable. (34:18) It is re- 
ported that a traveler would leave one township in the morning and 
arrive at the next before dark. This meant that journey times were 
short, making travel easy, safe and comfortable. 

Yet Sheba’s people paid no heed to the first warning. Nor did 
the change in their circumstances make them tum to God and appeal 
to Him to give back their comfortable lives. On the contrary, their 
prayer betrayed stupidity and ignorance: “But they said: ‘Our Lord! 
Make ош јоитеуѕ longer.” They wanted long distance travel, which 
is undertaken only infrequently. In so doing, they demonstrated noth- 
ing but arrogance: They sinned against their souls.” Their prayer was 
answered, but only as such a prayer should be answered. (34:19) 
They became like refugees scattered throughout Arabia. They also 
became the subject of discussions in others’ gatherings. In other 
words, they were no longer a recognized community, but a tale peo- 
ple told. (34:19) We note that patience and steadfastness are men- 
tioned alongside thanksgiving in times of plenty. The history of 
Sheba gives signs on both counts. 

This is one way of understanding the last two verses. However, 
they may also be understood in a different way. As these places had 
power and dominance, the people of Sheba became poor, living like 
desert dwellers, and having to travel time after time to find pasture 
and water. They could not withstand the test that this entailed. There- 
fore, they prayed to God, and in this case their supplication would 
be rendered as: ‘Our Lord! Lengthen the time between our journeys,’ 
or make them less frequent, as travel has become too tiring for us. 
They did not couple this prayer with tuming to God with repentance 
and seeking His forgiveness, so that He would grant them what they 
prayed for. Since they behaved arrogantly when they had God’s 
blessings, and did not persevere when they faced adversity, God pun- 
ished them by scattering them and so they disappeared, featuring 
only in people’s tales. This makes the comment at the end of these 
verses fitting for their lack of gratitude for God’s favor and lack of 
patience in adversity. (Verse 19) I feel this understanding of the 
verses to be also acceptable. God, however, knows His own purpose 
best. 

As the story concludes, mention is made to the overall divine 
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planning and the rules God operates in life generally. It tells us what 
lessons we should draw from this and what lies behind it. (34:20- 
34:21) 

The people of Sheba went the way that leads to a miserable end: 
Iblis felt that he could lead them astray, and they let him do so. Thus, 
except for a group of believers, they all followed him. This is what 
normally happens in all communities. It is rare that a community is 
totally bereft of believers who will not give in to Satan and his machi- 
nations. They thus prove that the truth remains, even in the worst of 
conditions, available to everyone who seeks it and wants to hold to 
it. Iblis never had an overpowering authority over them from which 
they could not be free. He can only approach them in order that they 
be tested, and everyone who wishes to stick to the truth could do so, 
while everyone else will go astray. Thus, in life, a type of person 
emerges who ‘truly believe in the life to come’, and thus his beliefs 
keep him on the right path. This type are distinct from the other ‘who 
are in doubt’ about the life to come. It is the latter who succumb to 
Iblis’ temptations, heedless of the Day of Judgment. God certainly 
knows what happens before it actually takes place. However, He 
makes His reward dependent upon the thing actually taking place. 

When we look at the story of Sheba’s people from a broader 
angle, we see that its moral can apply to all communities at all times. 
The story can then be seen as demonstrating what happens when 
communities follow divine guidance or stray away from it. It also 
shows the reasons that make people take the direction they do. “Your 
Lord watches over all things.” (34:21) Nothing is lost or overlooked. 

Thus the second passage of the [sign] concludes, speaking of 
the life to come, just as did the first passage. It also emphasizes the 
limitless nature of God’s knowledge and His awareness of all things. 
Both subjects are given much emphasis in this [sign]. 


THE WINDS SUBJECTED TO SOLOMON 

CHAPTER 21: THE 73RD CHAPTER REVEALED 
Makkah: And to Solomon, the wind tempest 
runs by His command 
toward the earth which We blessed. 
We had been ones who know everything. (21:81) 
And among the satans were some who dived for him and did acts 
other than that. And We were ones who guard over them. (21:82) 

COMMENTARY? 

The case of Solomon was even greater. (21:81- 21:82) The 
Quranic text here states that winds, in their stormy conditions, were 
made subservient to Solomon, moving at his bidding to the blessed 
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land, which was most probably Palestine, given it was earlier de- 
scribed as such in Abraham’s story. The question asked here though 
is how all this was done. 

It is safer to explain this statement about the wind by saying that 
it was directed, by God’s will, to the blessed land in a cycle lasting 
one month each way. How? As we have said, we cannot ask such a 
question about the operation of God’s will, which is free and unre- 
strained. It is God’s will that creates the laws of nature and sets them 
in operation. What we know of the laws operating in the universe is 
very little. There is nothing to preclude that other laws, about which 
we know nothing, are in operation, but their effects may surface only 
when God wills. (21:81) Unlike human knowledge, God’s knowl- 
edge is complete and perfect. 

The same applies to making the jinn subservient to Solomon 
such that they dive into the depths of the sea, or deep into the earth, 
to bring him some of its hidden riches or to perform other works. 
The word jinn includes in its meaning everything that is concealed, 
hidden or unknown. Quranic texts mention a type of creature un- 
known to us, called the Jinn. It was from among these that God as- 
signed some to Solomon to dive in the sea and do his bidding. 
Furthermore, God kept watch over them so that they did not escape 
or rebel. It is He who holds sway over ail His creatures, putting them 
to whatever purpose He chooses in any way He likes. 

God tested David and Solomon with what pleases people. David 
was tested in connection with the administration of justice, while 
Solomon’s test involved nobly bred, swift-footed steeds, as is de- 
tailed in Chapter 38. So we will leave that for now. Both David and 
Solomon persevered, sought God’s forgiveness and passed their tests. 
They remained grateful to God for His favors 


SORCERY FALSELY ATTRIBUTED TO SOLOMON 
CHAPTER 2: THE 87TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
Madinah: And they followed what the satans recount 
during the dominion of Solomon. 
And Solomon was not ungrateful, 
except the satans were ungrateful. 
They teach humanity sorcery, 
and what was caused to descend 
to the two angels at Babylon— 
Harut and Marut. But neither of these two 
teach anyone unless they say: 
We are only a test, so be not ungrateful. 
And they learn from these two that by it they separate 
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and divide between a man and his spouse. 

And they were not ones who injured anyone with it, 

but by the permission of God. 

And they learn what hurts them and profits them not. 
And, certainly, they knew that whoever bought it, 

for him in the world to come was not any apportionment. 
And miserable was that for which they sold themselves. 
Would that they had been knowing! (2:102) 


COMMENTARY? 

Would that be the end of their transgression? Would they, having 
rejected the revelations sent down to Muhammad, hold fast to the 
revelations given to their forefathers and show faith and loyalty to 
its laws and teachings? Definitely not. They cast God’s revelations 
behind their backs and went in search of myths and superstitions. 
(2:102-2:103) 

They abandoned divine revelations which had come to confirm 
their Books and gave credence to myths and legends from the time 
of Solomon, which falsely asserted that he practiced sorcery and 
witchcraft and owed all his extraordinary powers to them. 

The Quran refutes this allegation completely and talks of sorcery 
and deliberate rejection of the divine faith, in the same vein. Thus, 
the Quran treats sorcery as disbelief, and attributes it to devils. 
(2:102) It further refutes the allegation that the two angels of Baby- 
lon, Harut and Marut, were sorcerers. It confirms that witchcraft. 
(2:102) The Quran makes the truth about these two angels clear. They 
were testing people's faith, for a purpose that has not been identified. 
Again associating sorcery, black magic and witchcraft with disbelief 
in God, the Quran exonerates the two angels, confirming that they 
had explained the nature of their work to the people and given them 
fair warning. (2:102) 

At this point, the Quran establishes another fundamental princi- 
ple of faith: nothing happens in this world without God’s authority. 
(2:102) Cause and effect are only valid by the will of God. When 
you put your hand in the fire it is burnt, but the buming itself only 
occurs with God’s leave; for it is He who gave fire the property to 
incinerate and gave human skin susceptibility to burn. This means 
that God is also capable at any moment of cancelling this property 
and rendering fire completely harmless, as was the case with the 
Prophet Abraham, when his people threw him into a blazing fire and 
he came out of it unscathed. (21:69) 

The same is true for such practices as sorcery and witchcraft: 
they can only work with God’s will, as must all conventional physical 
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and metaphysical phenomena of cause and effect. 

The [sign] states clearly that what people learnt of practices that 
could bring discord between man and wife could only bring them 
harm. (2:102) Since this thing that they learnt is described as disbelief 
in God, this is reason enough to make it pure evil that can bring no 
profit whatsoever. When anyone makes such a deal, he realizes that 
he is assigning away every good share he could have in the life to 
come. That makes their deal a massive loss indeed. (2:102-2:103) 

This condemnation applies to those who took to practicing sor- 
cery and witchcraft at Babylon, and to those Israelites who gave cre- 
dence to tales about Solomon and his kingdom and abandoned God’s 
authentic revelations. 

As to the identity of the two angels referred to here, Harut and 
Marut, and their location in Babylon, the story was well known іп 
Jewish religious literature. The Jews of Madinah did not question the 
Quranic account of their story. Quranic accounts of this type, how- 
ever, are often brief and general, since the aim is not to give detailed 
chronological or historic information, but rather to draw lessons and 
highlight the morals behind the events. 

Black magic, sorcery and witchcraft still hold deep fascination 
for many people today, while many others are taken in by the seem- 
ingly extraordinary powers of their practitioners. 

It is true that some individuals are seen to possess special powers 
or abilities not explained by scientific evidence. Science has not been 
able to go farther than giving a description of some of these phenom- 
ena such as telepathy, the supposed communication of thoughts or 
ideas other than by the known senses; and hypnosis, artificially pro- 
duced sleep or the sleep-like state in which the subject acts only on 
external suggestion. 

While recognizing these powers and acknowledging their exis- 
tence and effects, science has not been able to offer any satisfactory 
explanations as to what they are or how they come about. 
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ELIJAH LIVED IN ACCORD WITH MORALITY 
CHAPTER 6: THE 55TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
And Zechariah and Yahya and Jesus and Elias. 
All were of the ones who were in accord with morality. (6:85) 


Gop’s BLESSINGS ON ELIJAH 
CHAPTER 37: THE 56TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
Makkah: Peace be on Elijah! (37:130) 


COMMENTARY? 

A similar glimpse of the story of Elijah, a prophet mentioned in 
the Old Testament, is given here. Elijah was a Messenger to people 
in Syria who worshipped a statue called Baal. The ruins of the city 
of Baalbek in Lebanon retain traces of such worship: 

Elijah too was one of Our Messengers. He called on his people 
to believe in God’s Oneness, denouncing their practice of worship- 
ping Baal in preference to God, the best of creators. Thus, he fol- 
lowed the same line as Abraham when he denounced his people’s 
idolatrous worship. The same stance was taken by every Messenger 
when they encountered idol worship. The wrongdoers’ response was 
to accuse Elijah of lying and to reject his message. God confirms 
here that they too will be brought before Him for punishment, except 
for those of them who believed in the message of the truth. This snip- 
pet ends in the same way as other historical accounts in this chapter 
by emphasizing the honor God grants to His messengers: this by giv- 
ing them the greeting and blessing of peace, outlining the reward of 
people who do good and the great value of faith. This is the only oc- 
casion that an account of Elijah is given in the Quran. 


ELISHA (AL-YASA) 


ELISHA AMONG THE GOOD 
CHAPTER 38: THE 38TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
Makkah: And remember Ishmael, Elijah (Elisha)... . 
And all are among the good. (38:48) 
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JONAH 


JONAH’S EXAMPLE 
CHAPTER 68: THE 2ND CHAPTER REVEALED 

Makkah: /fa divine blessing 
not followed him one after another, 
from His Lord he would be cast forth 
on the naked shore 
while he was one who is condemned. (68:49) 
But his Lord elected him and made him 
among the ones in accord with morality. (68:50) 


COMMENTARY? 

The gist of Jonah’s experience is that God sent him to the people 
of a town said to be Nineveh, near Mosul in today’s Iraq. When they 
were slow in responding to his call, he was terribly upset. He left 
them in anger, thinking that God would not leave him to bear all the 
opposition those people presented. God would be kind to him and 
send him to others who would be less stubborn. In his distress, he 
went towards the coast where he took a boat. When they were far 
out at sea, the boat became shaky and seemed about to sink. It thus 
became necessary to throw someone overboard so as to reduce the 
load. They drew lots to choose that person. Jonah was the one, and 
they threw him overboard. Subsequently, a great fish swallowed him, 
Finding himself in such terrible distress, in layers of darkness, inside 
the whale in the depths of the sea, Jonah appealed to God. (21:87) 
God bestowed His grace on him and the great fish threw him out, 
leaving him skinless on the shore. His skin had melted inside the 
great fish. God preserved his life by His will, which is unrestricted 
by any law that is familiar or unfamiliar to human beings. 

Here, in this chapter, God says that had it not been for the grace 
He bestowed on him, Jonah would have been abandoned, disgraced 
by God because of his lack of patience. He had acted on his own ini- 
tiative, without waiting for God's permission. He was though only 
spared by God's grace. God accepted Jonah's repentance just as he 
demonstrated what deserves acceptance. Hence, God chose him and 
made him one of His righteous servants. 

God reminds the Prophet Muhammad of Jonah’s experience in 
the whale so as to reassure him at a time he was facing stubborn re- 
jection. This reminder comes after He has told him to leave the battle 
to Him, to conduct as He determines in the way He wishes. What the 
Prophet is required to do, is to remain patient in adversity and to 
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await Gods judgment as and when it comes. 

The true hardship the advocates of the divine message face is 
that of remaining patient in adversity until God makes His judgment 
at the right time, as His wisdom dictates. Along the way they face 
many types of adversity such as accusations of lying, physical per- 
secution, stubbom rejection, the apparent power of falsehood as it 
seems to be victorious, and the need to remain steadfast in the face 
of all this, reassured that God's promise will be fulfilled. They must 
not hesitate to travel along their charted way, no matter what hardship 
they have to face. This requires great effort, determination and pa- 
tience, as well as support from God. As for the battle itself, God has 
determined its nature and willed to conduct it Himself. It is He who 
has decided to give the ungrateful time and to lead them step by step, 
for a purpose of His own. Thus did He promise His Messenger, and 
He fulfilled the promise in good time. 


JONAH’S PEOPLE 
CHAPTER 10: THE 51ST CHAPTER REVEALED 
Makkah: And had there been a town that believed 
and profited from its belief other than the folk of Jonah? 
When they believed, We removed from them 
the punishment of degradation in this present life 
and gave them enjoyment for a while. (10:98) 


COMMENTARY? 

Although the chapter is named after the Prophet Jonah, there is 
no more than a very brief reference to Jonah and his people as fol- 
lows. (10:98) The case of Jonah’s people is the only clear example 
of a community which saved themselves before being overwhelmed 
by God’s punishment. They believed in God when there was still 
time for them to do so. Moreover, they provided the only instance 
among those receiving God's messages of an entire community ac- 
cepting the faith after having first given a negative response. Hence, 
they were saved from the punishment their Prophet warned them 
against. 


JONAH’S DELIVERY FROM DISTRESS 
CHAPTER 37: THE 56TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
Makkah: And, truly, Jonah 
was of the ones who are sent (37:139) 
when he fled, without his Lords permission, 
to the laden boat. (37:140) 
He cast lots with them and he had been 
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of the ones who are refuted. (37:141) 

Then, the great fish engulfed him 

while he was one who is answerable, (37:142) 

If he had not been of the ones who glorify, (37: 143) 

he would have lingered in expectation in its belly until the Day 
they are raised up. (37:144) 

Then, We cast him forth 

on the naked shore while he was ill. (37:145) 

We caused a vine of gourd to develop over him. (37:146) 
We sent him to a community of a hundred thousand, 

or they even exceed that. (37:147) 

And they believed, so We gave them 

enjoyment for a while, (37:148) 


COMMENTARY? 

The Quran does not mention where Jonah’s people lived, but it 
is understood that they were not far from the sea. Reports tell us that 
Jonah was frustrated by his people’s continued denial of his message 
and the truth it made clear. He wamed them against God’s impending 
punishment, and then abandoned them in anger. His anger led him 
to the sea-shore, where he boarded a laden ship. When the ship was 
in the middle of the sea, it was hit by a raging storm. It was widely 
believed at that time that such a disaster signaled that among the pas- 
sengers there must be someone who had incurred God’s anger. For 
the ship to withstand the storm that person had to be thrown over- 
board. They, thus, drew lots and Jonah was the one who lost. Al- 
though they knew him to be a virtuous and God-fearing man, the 
drawing of his lot was confirmed. Therefore, they threw him into the 
sea, or he might have jumped himself. Nonetheless, he was swal- 
lowed by the whale, deserving of blame, because he had abandoned 
the assignment God had given him, leaving his people in anger be- 
fore seeking God’s permission. When he felt acute distress inside the 
whale’s belly, he glorified God and prayed for His forgiveness, stat- 
ing that he had wronged himself. He said in his prayer. (21:87) God 
answered his prayer, and the whale cast him out. (37:143-144) When 
he was cast out, he was both sick and naked. 

Therefore God “caused a gourd tree to grow over him, its broad 
leaves covering him. It also protected him against flies, which are 
said not to come near this plant. This was part of the favor God be- 
stowed on him. When he had recovered, God returned him to the 
people whom he had left in anger. Jn tum, they feared that his warn- 
ings would come true, and they believed, praying for God’s forgive- 
ness. God thus accepted them, sparing them the punishment He 
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inflicts on people who deny His message. (37:148) They numbered 
a hundred thousand or more, and all of them became believers. 


THE TRIAL ОЕ ЈОМАН 

CHAPTER 21: THE 73RD CHAPTER REVEALED 
Makkah: And Jonah, when he went as one who is enraged, 
and thought that We would never have power over him. 
And, then, he cried out through the shadows that: 
There is no god, but Thou! Glory be to Thee! 
Truly, 1 had been of the ones who are unjust. (21:87) 
So We responded to him. And We delivered him from the lament. 
And, thus, We rescue the ones who believe. (21:88) 


COMMENTARY? 

Jonah is here called Dhul Nun, which means ‘man of the whale’ 
because he was swallowed by the great fish and then thrown out. He 
was sent to a particular city, and he called on its people to believe in 
God, but they rejected both him and his message. By way of response 
to their stubbornness, he left in anger. He showed little inclination to 
persevere with them on account of their rejection. He thought that 
God would not restrict him to a particular place, given there were 
many cities and communities, and that he would thus be directed to 
go somewhere else. 

There are in Jonah’s story some significant points we need to 
reflect upon. First, Jonah did not initially show enough patience and 
willingness to endure the difficulties of delivering God’s message. 
He quickly became fed up, abandoned his people and moved on, 
angry and frustrated. He felt his situation to be very tight. But God 
exposed him to a much tighter and harder distress as compared with 
the opposition of unbelievers. Had Jonah not turned to his Lord in 
repentance and admitted that he had wronged himself by leaving his 
position of duty, he would not have been relieved of his distress. It 
was God’s care that saved him. 

The advocates of a message must be ready to bear the burden 
involved in such advocacy, remain patient in the face of rejection 
and vicious opposition. When a person is certain of the truth of the 
message he advocates, he finds the opposition of people who accuse 
him of false inventions and deliberate lying difficult to handle. Yet 
to remain patient in the face of such adversity is only part of the du- 
ties of such advocacy. Those who are entrusted with delivering a 
message and advocate the truth must remain patient, face the diffi- 
culties and persevere with their advocacy. They must continue to 
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present their message to people and call on them to believe in it, time 
after time. 

Such advocates cannot give in to despair. They cannot give up 
on people, believing that they will never respond to the truth, no mat- 
ter how much opposition they face, and how often they are rejected 
and accused of falsehood. If their hundred attempts to touch people’s 
hearts meet with failure, their next attempt may have a positive result. 
Indeed, such a result may come only after one thousand and one at- 
tempts. Hence, if they have already tried a thousand times and failed, 
they should try once more in the hope that, with God’s grace, their 
next attempt will be more successful. 

The way a message must follow in order to touch people’s hearts 
is neither easy nor comfortable. Positive responses may not be forth- 
coming. A great heap of false beliefs, erring practices, customs, tra- 
ditions and situations weigh heavily on people’s hearts and minds. 
This heap must be removed, and hearts must be revived in every pos- 
sible way. A touch on every sensitive receptor must be made to try 
to find the effective nerve. With determination and diligence the right 
touch will inevitably be made, and a complete transformation of the 
addressee is achieved. We are often surprised that a thousand at- 
tempts may be made with one particular person, but without success. 
Then a casual gesture, coming at the right time, touches the right 
cord, and the person concemed goes through a complete transforma- 
tion without any difficulty. 

It is easy for an advocate of the divine message to be angry when 
people turn away from him. To give up and quit is always easy. It 
may enable us to cool down. But of what service is that to the mes- 
sage itself? It is the message that is most important, not its advocate. 
If we are angry, we should remain patient. It is infinitely better for 
us not to lose heart and not to give up. 

An advocate is merely a tool in God’s hand, and God preserves 
His message better than us. We must discharge our duty however 
hard the opposition we may face. We then leave the matter to God, 
and He gives guidance to whomever He pleases. In the story of Jonah 
we thus have a good example to reflect upon. His return to his Lord 
and acknowledgement of his error provide a good lesson. Further- 
more, in the grace God showed him, answering the prayer he ad- 
dressed through the compounded darkness, gives us great hope. 
(21:88) 
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REMEMBER EZEKIEL 
CHAPTER 38: THE 38TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
And remember Ishmael, Elisha, 
and Ezekiel (Dhul Kifl, Ezra). 
And all are among the good. (38:48) 


COMMENTARY? 

God states that Ishmael, Elisha and Dhul-Kifl were truly good. 
He instructs His last Messenger to remember them and to contem- 
plate their patience in adversity and the grace He bestowed on them. 
He too should remain patient in the face of denial and rejection. 
Steadfastness and patience is the proper course for all advocates of 
the divine message, particularly God’s Messengers. God will not 
abandon such servants. Instead, He will reward them for their pa- 
tience. What He has for them is certainly better than anything else. 
When compared with God’s grace and care, the schemings and re- 
jections of the ungrateful are of little significance. 

Enoch (Idris) and Ezekiel (Dhul-Kifl): they all were men of con- 
stancy and patience. (38:85-38:86) Again with all three the quality 
of patience in adversity is highlighted. Ishmael showed his patience 
when he was required to submit himself for sacrifice, and he duly 
did so. 

Ezekiel is unknown: we cannot determine when or where he 
lived. Perhaps he was one of the Prophets of the Children of Jacob, 
or among their most pious and God-conscious people. It is also said 
that before one of their Prophets died, he guaranteed that he would 
take care of the Children of Jacob, giving a warrant that he would 
spend the night in worship, fast during the day and not allow anger 
to take hold of him when he ruled in a dispute. He honored all his 
commitments. It is said that he was called Ezekiel because of this, 
since his name refers to such practices. But none of these details is 
supported by evidence. The Quranic text here is sufficient to credit 
him with being patient in adversity, a highly rewarding quality. 
(37:86) 
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DHUL QARNAYN 


DHUL QARNAYN AND GOG AND MAGOG 
CHAPTER 18: THE 69TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
Makkah: And they will ask you about Dhul Qarnayn. 
Say: I will recount to you a remembrance of him. (18:83) 
Truly, We established him firmly on the earth 
and gave him a route to everything. (18:84) 
So he pursued a route (18:85) 
until when he reached the setting of the sun. 
He found it beginning to set 
in a spring of muddy water. 
And he found near it a folk. We said: 
O Alexander! Either thou wilt punish them 
or thou wilt take them to thyself with goodness. (18:86) 
He said: As for him who did wrong, 
we will punish him. 
Again, he will be returned to his Lord 
Who will punish him 
with a horrible punishment. (18:87) 
But as for him who believed 
and did as one in accord with morality, 
he will have the fairer recompense. 
And we will say to him of our command with ease. (18:88) 
Again, he pursued a route (18:89) 
until when he reached the rising place of the sun. 
He found it coming up on a folk 
for whom We make not any obstruction against it. (18:90) 
Thus, We, surely, enclosed whatever was near him 
through awareness. (18:91) 
Again, he pursued a route (18:92) 
until when he reached between two embankments. 
He found behind them a folk 
who would almost not understand any saying. (18:93) 
They said: O Dhul Qarnayn! Truly, Gog and Magog are 
ones who make corruption in and on the earth. 
Will we assign to thee payment 
if thou hast made an embankment 
between us and between them? (18:94) 
He said: What my Lord established firmly for me is better, 
So assist me with strength. I will make a fortification 
between you and between them. (18:95) 
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Give me ingots of iron, 

until when he made level between the two cliffs. 

He said: Blow, until when he made it a fire. 

He said: Give me molten brass to pour out over it. (18:96) 
So they were not able to scale it 

nor were they able to dig through it. (18:97) 

He said: This is a mercy from my Lord. 

So when the promise of my Lord drew near, 

Не will made it powder. 

And the promise of my Lord had been true. (18:98) 

And that Day We will leave some of them 

to surge like waves on others. 

And the trumpet will be blown. 

Then We will gather them together. (18:99) 

We will present the depths of hell on that Day 

in plain view to ones who are ungrateful, (18:100) 

to those whose eyes had been screened from My Remembrance 
and who had not been able to hear. (18:101) 


COMMENTARY? 

Of the history of Dhul-Qamayn, the Quran mentions three jour- 
neys, one to the west, one to the east and the third to a place described 
as an area ‘between two mountains’. Let us now consider this 
Quranic account. 

The story of Dhul-Qamayn, as given in this chapter, begins with 
a brief introduction of the man himself. (18:84) God then has estab- 
lished his power on earth, giving him uncontested authority. He has 
also given him the means of government and victory, the facilities 
to build civilization, enjoy the blessings God has made available to 
humanity, and all that make human life on earth steady and prosper- 
ous. 

So he followed a certain way. (18:85) Thus, he went along one 
way which was made easy for him, aiming westwards. (18:86-18:88) 
Reaching the setting of the sun means the place where a person feels 
that the sun sets beyond the horizon. This varies according to geo- 
graphic location. In some places we may feel that the sun sets beyond 
a mountain, while in others we feel that it goes down into the water, 
as is the case when we look at the sea or ocean. In other places still, 
the sun seems to set in the sand, as when we are in a desert with no 
hills or mountains around. 

It appears from the text that Dhul-Qamayn went westwards until 
he reached a point on the Atlantic coast which people believed to be 
at the end of dry land. He saw the sun setting in the sea. It is even 
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more likely that this was at a river mouth, where there would be 
plenty of weeds and the area muddy. Little lakes form in such situa- 
tions and may look like water springs. He saw the sun setting there, 
going down in а spring of murky water. But it is impossible for us to 
define the area, because the chapter does not give us any clue. We 
have no other reliable source. Therefore, every view other than this 
cannot be considered accurate because it has no reliable basis. 

At this lake of turbid and murky waters, Dhul-Qarnayn found a 
community and God gave him a choice. (18:86) Now, how did God 
say this to Dhul-Qarnayn? Was it revelation, or a mere statement of 
the situation, resulting from the fact that God had given him power 
over those people, so that he could determine whatever he wished to 
do with them. In this case, it would be just as if it was said to him: 
Here they are at your command: you may choose to punish them or 
to follow a lenient course of action. Both are possible. There is noth- 
ing to stop us understanding the text in either way. What is important 
to realize is that Dhul-Qarnayn declared his policy in the areas that 
came under his rule and their population became subject to his au- 
thority. (18:87-18:88) 

This is a declaration that those who transgress the bounds of jus- 
tice will be subject to their own punishment in this life. Then they 
will retum to their Lord who is certain to inflict on them severe pun- 
ishment that has no parallel in what is known in human life. On the 
other hand, pious and true believers will receive kindly treatment, 
generous reward, honor and help in all their affairs. 

These are the outlines of just and good government. A true be- 
liever should receive from rulers every sort of kindly treatment and 
generous reward, while transgressors who are unjust to their fellow 
human beings should be punished severely. When those who do well 
in the community, pursuing a fair line of action in all their pursuits, 
receive a good reward for their actions, and when the unjust and op- 
pressors receive a fair punishment and humiliation, then the whole 
community is motivated to follow the line of goodness. But when 
matters go wrong, and the unjust, oppressor and corrupt people are 
the ones who enjoy favor with the ruler, while those who are good 
and fair are persecuted, then the ruler’s power becomes no more than 
a tool of corruption and misery for the whole community. Nothing 
remains fair. The whole society sinks into chaos. 

After Dhul-Qamayn’s return from his westward journey he took 
his way eastward. Again we realize that his authority was well es- 
tablished, and that all means were made available to him. (18:89- 
18:91) 

What we said about the setting of the sun is also true of its rising 
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place. What is meant here is the point where it rises in the east as we 
look up beyond the horizon. Again the Quran does not define the 
place. It simply describes it and the situation of the people Dhul-Qar- 
nayn found there. (18:90) This suggests that the land was open, un- 
screened from the sun by any hills or trees. Thus when the sun rose, 
the people were directly exposed to it. This description applies to 
deserts and vast plateaus. It does not specify a particular location. 
All that we say is that it is likely that this place was in the far east, 
where the sun rose over its open, flat land. It might have also been 
on the east coast of Africa. 

Another probability is that the description:‘for whom We had 
provided no covering against it, means that those people were always 
in the nude and did not employ clothing. Hence, they were not 
screened from the sun. 

Since Dhul-Qamayn had announced his policy of government, 
the chapter does not repeat it here. Nor is any further action men- 
tioned because God is fully aware of his intention and behavior. 

It is important, however, to reflect very briefly here on an artistic 
touch in the image provided. The scene portrayed for us is open and 
clear: a blazing sun which is in no way screened from the people. 

Similarly, Dhul-Qarnayn’s conscience and intentions are open, 
known, fully to God Almighty. This provides harmony between the 
natural scene and human conscience in the inimitable style of the 
Quran. 

Then he followed yet another way and [marched on] till, when 
he reached a place between the two mountain-barriers he found be- 
neath them a people who could scarcely understand a word. (18:92- 
18:98) 

Now we come to the third of Dhul-Qamayn’s journeys which 
took him to a place between the two mountain-barriers.” We cannot 
make any definite suggestion as to the exact location of this place, 
nor do we have any information about the nature of these barriers. 
All that we can understand from the text is that he reached a place 
lying in between two natural or man-made barriers, separated by a 
gap or low passage. Down there he found some backward people, 
whom the Quran describes as could scarcely understand a word.” 

These people realized that Dhul-Qamayn was both powerful and 
able. They also discovered that he was pious and God-conscious. 
Therefore, they offered him payment in return for erecting a barrier 
to stop Gog and Magog, who frequently attacked them from beyond 
the mountain barriers and used the passage in between, from wreak- 
ing havoc in their land. These people had exhausted all the means 
available to them, yet still they could not repel those evil forces. 
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Hence they were prepared to pay for a solution to their problem uti- 
lizing Dhul-Qarnayn’s power. 

Following the policy declared by that pious ruler, which was 
based on resisting all evil and corruption on earth, he declined to take 
their money, and offered instead to erect the barrier without charge. 
He judged that the easiest way to do so was to close the passage be- 
tween the two mountain-barriers. However, he asked the backward 
people to help him by employing their physical strength. (18:95- 
18:96) They began to gather whatever blocks of iron were available. 
He put all these blocks in a heap to close the gap between the two 
barriers, so that the two mountain-sides became like two crusts cov- 
ering a heap of iron articles in between. 

(18:96) They were to generate air to increase the fire which 
heated the iron. The molten copper thus filled the gaps between the 
iron blocks, making the new barrier impregnable. 

This method has recently been used in strengthening iron by 
adding a percentage of copper to it, thereby reinforcing it. It is to this 
fact that God guided Dhul- Qamayn, recording the fact in His book 
many centuries before it was discovered by human science. 

Thus the two natural barriers joined together with the man-made 
one, and the gap through which Gog and Magog launched their at- 
tacks was completely sealed. 

Dhul-Qamayn looked at the great work which he accomplished, 
yet experienced neither pride nor conceit. Nor was he elated by this 
edifice which testified to both his power and knowledge. Rather, he 
remembered God and thanked Him, acknowledging that it was He 
who guided him to what work should be done, and that his own 
power was granted to him by God, and that future events would take 
place according to His will. He also declared his belief that all moun- 
tains, walls and barriers are certain to be leveled before the Day of 
Judgment so that the whole earth will be flat. (18:98) 

Dhu’]-Qarnayn is not mentioned in the chapter for his being an 
angel, but rather because of his good deeds. When the people he 
found in between the two mountain passes offered him money to 
build a barrier to protect them against Gog and Magog, he declined 
because: He said: This is a mercy from my Lord. So when the promise 
of my Lord drew near, He will made it powder. And the promise of 
my Lord had been true. (18:98) 

Thus ends this passage which relates part of the history of Dhul- 
Qamayn, a good example of a pious ruler who is given power and 
secure position as well as other means and facilities. He goes with 
his armies east and west, but he does not tyrannize or show conceit. 
Nor does he consider his conquering of other people’s lands a means 
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to exploit individuals, communities and countries in order to ensure 
a luxurious life for himself or his people. He does not treat the van- 
quished people as slaves, making them the means for his sel f-aggran- 
dizement. On the contrary, he spreads justice, assists the weak and 
backward, ensures that no aggression is launched against them, and 
charges nothing for his services. He utilizes the power God granted 
him in building proper and secure communities where everyone gets 
what rightfully belongs to him. He then attributes every good work 
he does to the grace of God, claiming no part of it for himself. Even 
at the height of his power, he does not forget God’s power and that 
to Him he certainly shall return. 

Now who were Gog and Magog? Where are they now? What 
did they do and what will happen to them? Such questions are very 
difficult to answer with any degree of accuracy. Our knowledge of 
them is limited to what is mentioned specifically in the Quran and in 
authentic ahadith. The Quran includes here a quotation of what Dhul- 
Qamayn says. (18:98) This statement does not specify a time. God’s 
promise to destroy the rampart may already have occurred when the 
Tatars swept across huge areas, destroying whole kingdoms. 

Another mention of them is found in Chapter 21, The Prophets, 
where it is stated: When Gog and Magog are let loose and swarm 
down from every comer, when the true promise draws close [to its 
fulfillment], staring in horror shall be the eyes of the unbelievers. 
(21:96-21:97) Again this statement does not specify a time for the 
promised appearance of Gog and Magog. That God’s promise has 
come near to fulfillment, in the sense that the Last Hour or the Day 
of Judgment is soon to come, is an accomplished fact ever since the 
time of the Prophet. (54:1) In God’s reckoning, time has a totally dif- 
ferent perspective from that of human reckoning. The time gap be- 
tween the moment when the Hour becomes near and its actual 
occurrence may stretch to millions of years or centuries. Thus human 
beings may see this as a very long period of time, while, by God’s 
standards, it may signify nothing more than a blink of an eye. 

The chapter follows the reference by Dhul-Qamayn to God’s 
true promise with a scene from the Day of Judgment: On that day 
We shall leave them to surge like waves dashing against one another. 
The trumpet will be blown, and We shall gather them all together. 
And We shall, on that day, present hell, all spread out, for the unbe- 
lievers, who have tumed a blind eye to My admonition and a deaf 
ear to My warning. (18:99-18:101) 

This is a scene showing the movement of huge masses of people 
of all colors, races and geographical areas, belonging to all genera- 
tions and times, after they have been resurrected and brought back 
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to life. They move across in a chaotic way, unaware of what is around 
them. They push each other like waves in the sea and mix like the 
surf raised by the waves. Then suddenly a trumpet is blown and they 
are gathered according to a specific order. (18:99) 

We see also the ungrateful who tumed away from remembrance 
of God as though their eyes were covered and their ears deaf. Now 
we see them with hell brought before them and they cannot turn away 
from it as they used to turn away from God’s guidance. On that day, 
the option of turning away is not within their power. The cover over 
their eyes has been drawn, and they now see clearly the consequence 
of their deliberate turning away. This is a fair recompense. 

The chapter provides symmetry between their turning away and 
their vision of hell as it is brought before them. The two actions are 
shown in contrast both in scene and movement. 

This contrast is followed by a comment full of derision. (18:102) 
Do these ungrateful think that they can choose from among God’s 
creatures that fully submit to Him some who could support them 
against God? Can these give them help or grant them protection 
against God’s might? If such thoughts are entertained by them, then 
let them experience the results of such self-delusion. (18:102) This 
is an evil abode already prepared to receive them. There is no need 
for waiting. lt is all ready to receive its unbelieving dwellers. 


Sufi Commentator (underlines words refer to the actual 
Quranic verses preceded by or followed by commentary): They 
will ask you about Dhul Qarnayn. They say he was from the Eastern 
Roman Empire and lived not long ago. In terms of practice, Dhul 
Qamayn refers to the heart which has two horns, two wings, the East 
and the West. Say: I will recount to you a remembrance of him. Truly 


We established him firmly on the earth and gave him a route to every- 
thing. We gave him strength in the land and power over the body. 


The heart had power over the body. This story differs from the bove 
story of Moses for here the heart is the king whose power reaches 
everywhere. God gave the heart power and it was capable of eaming 
any wealth it wanted in the macrocosm or the microcosm and to walk 
wherever it wanted. It was given perfection in every way in order to 
reach its goals. And (it) pursued a route that responded to the body 
until when (it) reached the setting of the sun. This is where the spirit 
sets. He found it beginning to set in a spring of muddy water. That 
is, like the state of the body when it is digesting food. And (it) found 
near it a folk, that is, the forces of the self, the body, the senses, the 
Spiritual forces and the inspirational forces. 


We said: О Dhu-l Оагпауп, O heart, you could either chastise 
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them through spiritual exercises and killing them practically or adopt 
a way of kindness towards them and adopt a middle way and give 
each their share of what they need. It said: As for him who does 
wrong, by indulging in excess and not following the rules and fol- 
lowing their lust, desires, anger, illusions and allusions, we will pun- 
ish them with spiritual exercises and after that he will be returned to 
his Lord at the time of death, Who will punish him with a horrible 
punishment. He will cast them into the fire of nature where they will 
be tormented. This is more difficult to bear than the punishment on 
the Day of Resurrection. They will be annihilated. 

But as for him who has believed, through cognizance and prac- 
tical and theoretical wisdom, who admonish the senses to attain the 
positive traits, an exalted state, and one who has acted in accord with 
morality, through submission he will have the fairest recompense of 
the paradise of the attributes and manifestation of His lights. There 
will be light from their faces and flowing of rivers of knowledge by 
which you will recognize the believer. They will face the light when 
it separates from the profusion of knowledge, and we will speak to 
him of our command with ease. 

After that (it) pursued a route until it reached the path that leads 
to God by renouncing any material attachment, seeking higher 
ground, the rising place of the sun. That is, where the spirit rises. (It) 
found it coming up on a folk who аге two wise ones: theoretical and 
practical wisdom and spiritual strength, for whom We had not made 
any obstruction against it because they are light and because they un- 
derstand fully the spiritual meaning as described earlier. Thus We 
surely comprehended of whatever was near him through awareness. 

They had acquired the perfections of the exalted attributes. No 
one but Us knows about this because God is Omnipresent in both 
universes at the same time. No one in the universe can have such 
perfect knowledge except God and because of what is known as the 
Throne of God. Then (it pursued a route until when (it) reached be- 
tween two embankments, meaning the two universes and that is his 
state and original station walking between the East and the West. 
This is a journey that sits it in its rightful position in exaltation. (It) 
found behind them a folk of human beings, physical forces and outer 
senses, who would almost not understand any saying because the 
physical forces and the outer senses do not know words and cannot 
speak. They said with the tongue of the present, О Оһи-1 Qamayn, 
Gog that is, claims, suspicion, idiosity, supersensitiveness, “апа 
Magog imagination and superstition, are ones who make corruption 
in and on the earth of the body. They entice the body to indulge in 
their desires and to seek pleasures that are against what is orderly in 
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the universe and encourages them to do deeds that bring imbalances 
and hinder the laws of attaining the positive traits like wisdom. They 
cause corruption in the body and desires, lust and innovation which 
are against justice and which lead to the corruption of the seeds of 
the next generation. 

They were denigrated so they said to the heart: Will we assign 
to thee payment, that is, some of our strength if you make an em- 
bankment between us and them? so that we may overcome desires 
by setting up a barrier between our hearts and them that will manifest 
as practical wisdom. (It) said: What my Lord has established firmly 
for me is better. That is, what God gave me of the meanings which 
result from practical experience for me is better along with the 
knowledge of the macrocosm and the microcosm and the ability to 
travel with ease from the East to the West, to attain positive traits 
and follow God’s commands which God created you to do, so assist 
me with strength and I will make a fortification between you and be- 
tween them. That dam is practical wisdom and the Shariah. 

(It) said: Give me ingots of iron, from the practical images and 
do what you are ordered to do with firmness and certitude, until when 
he made level between the two cliffs, by balancing and by measuring 
the correct needs of both sides. Then (it) said to the animal forces, 
Blow life into the microcosm so its meaning becomes more signifi- 
cant and blow on the varying psychological manifestations including 
good qualities, blow until when he had made it a fire, that is, knowl- 
edge as part of universal knowledge while practical knowledge is 
particular knowledge of what to do. 

(It) said: Give me molten copper to pour out over it, that is, the 
intention and sense of purpose which must exist between knowledge 
and actions. Knowledge without intentions and actions without pur- 
pose are not rewarded. With that molten lead, the spirit of knowledge 
will become one—not divided—and with it the spirit of knowledge 
and the body of actions will become one and united by molten lead. 
This is similar to the animal soul standing between the human self 
and the body. There was a barrier there, a veil, a foundation, a struc- 
ture based on deeds and this was knowledge, conduct and the lead 
of intention and purpose. Then the self became the self at peace and 
recognized its original nature (fitrat Allah) and felt comfort and 
peace, understanding its intended state and believed. 

So they were not able to scale it nor were they able to dig 
through it because it was exalted and because it contained all kinds 
of knowledge and proof which could neither be rejected nor over- 
come. The body and the senses are too ignorant of the truth to over- 
come it and to pierce through it. They took control of all the 
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capabilities. This barrier is the Divine Law, the Shariah. He said: The 
Divine Law is a mercy from my Lord to servants which brings them 
peacefulness, tranquility and maintains them. So when the promise 
of my Lord drew near, that is when death comes, He will make it 
powder the body into to the earth because it does not work when it 
is dead, without the soul or spirit and the promise of my Lord has 
been true. 
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LUQMAN 


LUQMAN GIVEN WISDOM 
CHAPTER 31: THE 57TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
Makkah: Ала, certainly, We gave Luqman wisdom that: 
Give thanks to God. And whoever gives thanks, 
gives thanks only for himself. And whoever was ungrateful 
— then, truly, God is Sufficient, Worthy of Praise. (31:12) 
And when Luqman said to his son as he admonishes him: 
O my son! Ascribe not partners with God. 
Truly, association with God is, certainly, 
a tremendous injustice. (31:13) 
And We charged the human being 
about ones who are his parents. 
His mother carried him in feebleness on feebleness 
and his weaning is in two years. 
Give thanks to Me and to ones who are thy parents. 
And to Me is the Homecoming. (31:14) 
But if they both struggled with thee 
that thou hast ascribed partners 
with Me of what for thee is no knowledge, 
then, obey them not. 
And keep their company in the present 
as one who is honorable 
but follow the way of him who was penitent to Me. 
Again, to Me will be your return 
and I will tell you of what you had been doing. (31:15) 
О my son! Truly, even if it be 
the weight of a grain of a mustard seed 
and though it be in a rock 
or in the heavens or in or on the earth 
God will bring it. Truly, God is Subtle, Aware. (31:16) 
O my son! Perform the formal prayer 
and command that which was moral 
and prohibit that which was immoral 
and have patience with whatever lights on you. 
Truly that is the constancy of affairs.(31:17) 
And turn not thy cheek away from humanity 
nor walk through the earth exultantly. 
Truly, God loves not any proud boaster. (31:18) 
And be moderate in thy walking and lower thy voice. 
Truly the most horrible of voices is, certainly, 
the voice of the donkey. (31:19) 
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COMMENTARY? 

What is, then, the nature of this wisdom and what is its distinc- 
tive feature? It is summed up in a word. (31:12) This is true wisdom 
in action. The second step shows Luqman as he gives counsel to his 
son. It is the advice of a sage to his young son, which means that it 
is free of fault. No one can describe such advice as insincere or dis- 
honest: how could they when it is from father to son? This advice 
States the major issue of faith that was referred to in the first presen- 
tation, as well as the issue of the hereafter, but it employs new influ- 
ences here. (31:13) 

Here we see relations with one’s parents in a way that overflows 
with tenderness and compassion. (31:14) The [sign] makes clear the 
first rule concerning faith, which makes its bond the primary one in 
human life, taking precedence over that of blood and kinship. Strong 
and appealing as the latter bond is, it is lower on the scale than the 
bond of faith. (31:15) It adds here the truth of the life to come. 
(31:15) This is then followed with a very strong psychological factor 
demonstrating the extent, accuracy and comprehensiveness of God’s 
knowledge. This is done in such a way that makes us shudder as we 
contemplate it against the background of the great universe. (31:16) 

Luqman continues his admonition to his son, outlining the duties 
imposed by faith, including the all-important duty of enjoining what 
is right and forbidding what is wrong, and what follows from both 
of remaining patient in adversity, as difficulties are bound to be en- 
countered by the advocates of faith. (31:17) This should be coupled 
with commitment to good manners. No advocate of faith should ever 
be arrogant, as such action is bound to spoil his advocacy efforts. 
(31:18-31:19) Not only does the chapter dismiss such proud, haughty 
and arrogant behavior, it looks upon it with contempt. This provides 
a marked psychological effect. 
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ZECHARIAH 


ZECHARIAH PRAYS FOR A CHILD 
CHAPTER 19: THE 44TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
Makkah: A remembrance of the mercy 
of thy Lord to His servant Zechariah (19:2) 
when he cried out to his Lord, secretively crying out. (19:3) 
He said: My Lord! Truly, [—my bones became feeble 
and my head became studded with grayness of hair 
and I be not disappointed 
in my supplication to Thee, O my Lord. (19:4) 
And, truly, 1 feared for my defenders after те. 
And my woman had been a barren woman. 
So bestow on me from that which proceeds 
from Thy Presence a protector. (19:5) 
He will inherit from me and inherit from the family of Jacob. 
And make him, my Lord, pleasing. (19:6) 
O Zechariah! Truly, We give thee the good tidings of a boy. 
His name will be Yahya and We assigned it not 
as a namesake for anyone before. (19:7) 
He said: My Lord! How will I have a boy 
while my woman had been a barren woman 
and, surely, I reached an advanced old age? (19:8) 
He said: Jt is about to be! Thy Lord said: 
It is insignificant for Me and, surely, 1 created thee before 
when thou wast nothing. (19:9) 
Zechariah said: My Lord! Assign for me a sign. 
He said: Thy sign is that thou wilt not speak to humanity 
Jor three nights, although being without fault. (19:10) 
So he went forth to his folk from the sanctuary. 
Then, he revealed to them: 
Glorify in the early morning dawn and evening. (19:11) 


COMMENTARY? 

The signs 19:2-19:11 immediately begins the story of Zechariah 
and John (Yahya), in which compassion provides both the central 
idea and the overall atmosphere. Therefore, grace is mentioned at the 
outset. (19:2) The story begins with a scene of earnest supplication 
by Zechariah in total secrecy. (19:3-19:6) He is alone, addressing his 
appeal to God, away from watching eyes and listening ears. He wants 
to lay his troubled heart open before his Lord, recounting his worries. 
He addresses Him as if he were speaking to someone who is very 
close, without even using the Arabic address article. Needless to say, 
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his Lord hears and sees, without the need to be addressed or called 
upon. But a person troubled by worries finds comfort in vocalizing 
his concern. Most Gracious as He is, God knows this to be part of 
human nature. Hence, He likes that His servants pray to Him, making 
a clean breast of all that worries them. (40:60) When they do, they 
find relief from their heavy burden. They are reassured because they 
have assigned such burdens to the One who is more able and power- 
ful. They feel that they are in contact with the Most Merciful who 
will not disappoint anyone who appeals to Him and relies on Him. 

Zechariah complains to his Lord that his bones have become 
feeble, and when bones are feeble, the whole body is weak. After all, 
the bones are the stiffest part of the body. They form the skeleton 
that the muscles flesh up. He also complains that his head glistens 
with grey hair. The Quranic expression here shows the grayness of 
hair like a fire being ignited, and the man’s head covered with this 
fire, so as to leave no black hair. Both feeble bones and grey hair sig- 
nify old age and the weakness associated with it. It is this weakness 
that is the subject matter of Zechariah’s complaint as he presents his 
case, and his hopes, to his Lord. 

He then makes a clear acknowledgement. (19:4) He is used to 
having his prayers answered. He was not disappointed when he 
prayed to Him in his time of strength and vigor. Now in his old age 
and weakness, the need for his prayers to be answered is even more 
pressing. 

Having presented his case, expressed his fears and hopes, he 
makes his request. The point is that he fears that those who will suc- 
ceed him might not be up to looking after his heritage properly. Being 
one of the major prophets of the Children of Jacob, Zechariah’s her- 
itage involved serving God’s cause as well as looking after the people 
of his household. One of those was Mary whose upbringing was en- 
trusted to him. She served in the sanctuary that he managed. Again 
his property, which he managed properly and spent on only good 
purposes, was among his concerns. His worry was that those who 
succeeded him might not follow the course he had charted, perhaps 
because he knew them not to be up to that task. (19:5) 

What added to his worries was the fact that he was childless. 
(19:5) This was his concern. As for his hope, he requested that God 
grant him a successor who would properly manage and look after the 
heritage of Jacob’s household, i.e. his ancestors. (19:5-19:6) 
Zechariah, a God-conscious prophet, does not forget to specify what 
he hopes this successor would be like. (19:6) He should not be arro- 
gant, tyrannical, or greedy. He should be one who is content with 
what God gives him. Such contentedness should furthermore spread 
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a sense of ease and happiness all round. 

The moment of truth comes: the prayer is answered, bringing 
with it God’s grace and acceptance. It is the Lord Himself that calls 
out to His servant from His sublime presence. (19:7) 

This is but an example of God’s grace as it is given in abundance 
to His servant whose secret supplication was passionate, and which 
clearly expressed his fears and hopes. Zechariah’s prayer was moti- 
vated by fear that his heirs would not be able to look after the heritage 
of the true faith properly. He feared that they would not fulfill the 
trust in a way that earns God’s pleasure. Hence, God bestowed on 
him what corresponded to his good intention. 

Zechariah, who was deeply involved in his supplication, pas- 
sionately expressing his desire and urging his case, was suddenly 
alerted by this speedy answer to his prayer. The reality stares him in 
the face: he is well advanced in years, his bones feeble, his hair com- 
pletely grey, and his wife barren, having given him no child when 
he was in his prime. How is he to have a child of his own? He wants 
to be reassured and to know the means by which God will give him 
this son. (19:8) 

He is facing the reality, as well as God’s promise. He certainly 
trusts that God’s promise will be fulfilled. He only wants reassurance 
and to know how, considering his circumstances, the fulfillment will 
take place. That would give him much needed reassurance. It is a 
perfectly normal condition in a situation like that faced by the noble 
and God-fearing prophet, Zechariah. Needless to say, he was only a 
human being who cannot ignore the reality. Hence, he would love to 
know how God will reverse it. 

The answer to all his enquines is straightforward. It is all per- 
fectly easy for God to accomplish. God reminds him of something 
that he knows well, namely his own bringing into existence. This is 
something to be considered by every living creature. It applies to 
everything in this universe. (19:9) 

Zechariah’s eagerness to be reassured motivates him to ask for 
a Sign indicating the realization of the happy news he was given. The 
sign God gave him was most fitting to the general atmosphere of his 
prayer and how it was answered. This sign gives him a further way 
to thank, glorify and praise God for giving him a son in his old age. 
He was to isolate himself from all worldly concerns for three days 
and live in direct contact with God. His speech would be normal 
when he glorified God, but he would not be able to utter a word of 
normal human speech. Yet he would remain in sound health, no ill- 
ness affecting him. (19:10) 

This was exactly what took place. (19:11) He wanted them to 
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live in the same mental condition he was in, to feel God’s grace at 


its most abounding, and to give thanks for the grace He had bestowed 
on Zechariah, and on them. 


ZECHARIAH LIVED IN ACCORD WITH MORALITY 
CHAPTER 6: THE 55TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
And Zechariah and Yahya and Jesus and Elias. All were of the ones 
who were in accord with morality. (6:85) 


AND MENTION ZECHARIAH 

CHAPTER 21: THE 73RD CHAPTER REVEALED 
Makkah: And mention Zechariah 
when he cried out to his Lord: 
My Lord! Forsake me not unassisted 
and Thou art Best of the ones who inherit. (21:89) 
So We responded to him and We bestowed Yahya on him. 
And We made things right for his spouse and for him. 
Truly, they had been competing with one another in good deeds 
and they would call to Us with yearning and reverence. 
And they had been ones who are humbled before Us. (21:90) 


COMMENTARY? 

Along the same lines of its brief accounts of different prophets, 
the chapter gives a quick reference to Zechariah and his son, John, 
highlighting how God responded to Zechariah and answered his 
prayers. (21:89-21:90) 

The story here it is given very briefly to fit with the rest of the 
chapter. lt begins with Zechariah’s prayer. Zachariah was in charge 
of the temple where the Children of Jacob offered their worship, be- 
fore the birth of Jesus. However, Zechariah does not forget that the 
ultimate custodian of faith and property is God Himself. He only 
needs a successor who will attend well to the faith and to his family. 
People are the medium to fulfill God’s will on earth. 

The answer to this prayer was swift and direct at the same time. 
(21:90) The chapter overlooks ail details to give us the ultimate result 
of God’s response to Zechariah’s prayer. Therefore, God gave an im- 
mediate response to that prayer. They yearned to earn God’s pleasure 
and were in awe of incurring His displeasure. Their hearts were alive, 
always hopeful. 

It was Zechariah’s and his wife’s good characteristics that de- 
served that God should bless them with a goodly son, John. Thus, 
the whole family was blessed, fully deserving of God’s grace. 
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THE GLAD TIDINGS OF ZECHARIAH 
ON BEING GRANTED A SON. 
CHAPTER 3: THE 89TH CHAPTER REVEALED 

Madinah: So her Lord received her 
with the very best acceptance. 
And her bringing forth caused the very best to develop in her. 
And Zechariah took charge of her. 
Whenever Zechariah entered upon her in her sanctuary, 
he found her with provision. 
He said: О Mary! From where is this for thee (f)? 
She said: This is from God. 
Truly, God provides to whom He wills without reckoning. (3:37) 
There Zechariah called to his Lord. 
He said: My Lord! 
Bestow on me good offspring from Thy Presence. 
Truly, Thou art hearing the supplication. (3:38) 
Then, the angels proclaimed to him while he was 
one who stands to invoke blessings in the sanctuary 
that God gives thee good tidings of Yahya 
—one who establishes the Word of God as true 
—a chief and concealer of secrets and a Prophet 
among the ones in accord with morality. (3:39) 
He said: My Lord! How is it I will have a boy while, 
surely, I reached old age and my woman is a barren woman. 
He said: Thus, God accomplishes what He wills. (3:40) 
He said: My Lord! Assign a sign for me. 
He said: Thy sign is that thou wilt not speak to humanity 
for three days but by gesture and remember thy Lord frequently, 
and glorify in the evening and early morning. (3:41) 


COMMENTARY? 

He made Zechariah, the chief of-tie Jewish temple, the custody 
of which was entrusted to Aaron’s priestly descendants, Mary’s 
guardian. (3:37) 

Mary was a blessed child, enjoying a state of Abundance. God 
ensured that she would always have an Abundance of everything. 
(3:37) 

At that point, Zechariah prayed to his Lord. (3:38-3:41) 

Zechariah, an old man without progeny, experienced a renewal 
of that yearning to have a child of his own. This is a natural desire 
which cannot be suppressed even by those who dedicate themselves 
to divine service and preoccupy themselves with worship. God has 
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made this desire a part of human nature so that life can continue and 
progress. 

Here we find Zechariah, a man overtaken by old age, and his 
barren wife who had not had children even in her youth. As 
Zechariah brings up Mary, a goodly child provided with abundance 
from God, his deep natural desire to have offspring of his own begins 
to stir inside him. He turns to his Lord with a passionate prayer to 
give him out of His grace goodly offspring. (3:38) And what does 
this passionate prayer achieve? God answers his prayer in a way 
which is not restricted to age or what is familiar to people. It is an 
answer determined by God’s absolute will. (3:39) 

This is the sincere prayer of a man of pure heart who has placed 
his hopes in the One Who hears all prayers and Who is able to answer 
them when He chooses. The angels bid Zechariah rejoice at the news 
of the birth of a son whose name, John (Yahya), is known even before 
he is born. His qualities are also well known: he is to be a man of 
nobility and distinction, utterly chaste, able to control his desires and 
a firm believer who will confirm the word of God. Moreover, he will 
be a Prophet and a righteous man. 

The way his prayer was answered surprised even Zechariah. 
After all, Zechariah was a man like us. He wanted to know from his 
Lord how this could happen when it was something supernatural by 
the standards of human beings. (3:40) 

Zechariah was so overwhelmed by the news that he prayed to 
his Lord to give him a sign which would reassure him. God directs 
him at this point to that which gives him the perfect reassurance. He 
gives him a totally unfamiliar experience. The sign was that 
Zechariah’s tongue was to be tied for three days when he tried to ad- 
dress people, but would remain untied when he addressed his Lord 
and glorified Him. (3:41) 

The Quranic account stops here. We know that this is what ac- 
tually took place. 

Zechariah had an experience that was unfamiliar in his own life 
and in the lives of other beings. His tongue was unable to utter a word 
of ordinary speech while it uttered the praises and glorification of 
God. What law controls such a phenomenon? It is the law of God’s 
absolute will. There can be no other explanation of this strange event. 
Similarly, there is no other explanation of the birth of John when his 
father had been overtaken by old age and his mother was barren. 
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JOHN (YAHYA) 


ZECHARIAH AND JOHN 

CHAPTER 19: THE 44TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
Makkah: O Yahya! Take the Book with strength, 
And We gave him critical judgment while a lad. (19:12) 
and Our continuous mercy from that which proceeds 
from Our Presence and purity and he had been devout (19:13) 
and pious to ones who are his parents 
and be not haughty nor rebellious. (19:14) 
And peace be on him the day on which he was given birth 
and the day he dies and the day he is raised up, living. (19:15) 


COMMENTARY? 
JOHN (YAHYA): A PROPHET IN His OWN RIGHT 

The chapter now leaves Zechariah in complete silence dealing 
with other people and his glorification and praise of God. As that 
scene closes, the chapter reveals a new one in which we see John, 
the child given to Zechariah, as fully grown. It is his Lord who calls 
out to him from on high. (19:12) This follows the Quranic method 
of highlighting only the most important events, portraying images 
that are full of life and vigor. 

Before we have even a single word about John himself, his ac- 
count commences with an address from on high. It portrays an awe- 
some scene giving us a good idea of John’s position. It also shows 
us how God responded to Zachariah’s prayers when he requested an 
heir who would fulfill the trust that he himself had been fulfilling, 
as it related both to faith and kin. Thus the first scene in which John 
is involved is the one where he is elected to bear the highest respon- 
sibility. (19:12) The book referred to here is the Torah, given to 
Moses. All the Israelite prophets were charged with its preservation 
and implementation. They were also given the task of educating peo- 
ple in the Torah, so that they would know what was lawful to them 
and what was unlawful. John inherited his father Zechariah. He is 
here told to rise to the task and fulfill his trust with all his resolve 
and strength. He must never weaken or slacken. He should never ab- 
dicate his responsibilities. 

The chapter tells us what John was given to equip him for the 
great tasks he was assigned. (19:12-13) These were indeed the qual- 
ifications that suited him for his task. They provided great help in 
the fulfillment of his duties. Now let us look closer at these qualifi- 
cations. 

God granted him wisdom in his youth, which made him unique 
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in his personality, as he was unique in his birth and name. Wisdom 
is normally acquired as one grows in years, but in John’s case, God 
granted him this in his early years. 

God also granted him compassion as a special gift implanted in 
his very nature. He did not have to train or persuade himself to be 
compassionate. Such compassion is necessary for a Prophet who 
takes care of people’s hearts and souls, trying always to set them on 
the course of goodness with ease. 

John was further granted purity and cleanliness of heart and 
practice. Thus, he was able to counter the effects of other people’s 
hard natures and wickedness and so help them grow in purity. 

The other quality that served John well was his righteousness. 
He keenly sensed his close tie with God, and knew that He was not 
only watching him but with him in all situations, public or private. 
That completes the qualities that John was given to qualify him for 
his task. They were given to him when he was still in his youth, so 
that he could inherit his father, who had appealed to God to give him 
an heir. 

Thus the account of John is brought to its conclusion with two 
verses. (19:14-15) As we see in this short passage, the line he fol- 
lowed throughout his life was clearly laid out. No further details of 
the story of Zechariah requesting a son, nor of that son John could 
have provided anything extra in as much as the lessons we can draw 
are concerned. Hence it is brought to a close. 

If we leave aside for a moment the creation of the human being 
in his present form and in the way God tells us of how He created 
him, the birth of Jesus, son of Mary, should be considered the most 
remarkable event of human history. It is an event that has no paral- 
lel. 


JOHN LIVED IN ACCORD WITH MORALITY 
CHAPTER 6: THE 55TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
And Zechariah and Yahya and Jesus and Elias. 
All were of the ones who were in accord with morality. (6:85) 


JOHN BESTOWED ON ZECHARIAH 

CHAPTER 21: THE 73RD CHAPTER REVEALED 
So We responded to him and We bestowed Yahya on him. 
And We made things right for his wife and for him. 
Truly they had been competing with one another 
in good works and they would call to Us with yearning 
and reverence and they had been 
ones who are humbled before Us. (21:90) 
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JESUS 


JESUS SON OF MARY 

CHAPTER 19: THE 44TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
Makkah: Jesus said: Truly, I am а servant of God. 
He gave me the Book and He made me a Prophet. (19:30) 
And He made me one who is blessed 
wherever I had been and He bequeathed to me the formal prayer 
and the purifying alms as long as I continue living, (19:31) 
and He makes me pious toward one who is my mother 
and He makes me not haughty nor disappointed. (19:32) 
And peace be on me the day I was given birth and the day I die 
and the day 1 am raised up, living. (19:33) 
That is Jesus son of Mary, a saying of The Truth. 
They contest what is in it. (19:34) 
It had not been for God that He takes to Himself a son. 
Glory be to Him! When He decreed a command, 
He not but says to it: Be! Then, it is! (19:35) 
And, truly, God is my Lord and your Lord, 
so worship Him. This is a straight path. (19:36) 


COMMENTARY? 

It was God’s will, then, to give them this example of the creation 
of Jesus, son of Mary, to remind people of His free-will and unre- 
strained power which cannot be subject to the laws He sets in oper- 
ation. Jesus’ birth has not been repeated in history, because it is only 
proper that God’s law should come into operation and be seen with 
all its effects. This single event remains for all time indisputable ev- 
idence that God's will is always free, unshackled by any factor what- 
soever. (19:21) 

Jesus declared his status: a servant of God. He is not God’s son, 
as some sects claim; nor was he divine as claimed by others, nor one 
of a Trinity constituting one God while being three, as claimed by 
others. He declares that God has made him a prophet, which means 
that he was neither God’s son nor partner. God has blessed him and 
enjoined him to keep his prayers and be charitable throughout his 
life. 

He is also enjoined to be very kind towards his mother and to 
show humility to his people. This means that he has a limited life du- 
ration, he dies and will be resurrected. God has bestowed on him 
peace, security and reassurance on the day of his birth, the day of his 
death and the day of his resurrection. The statement is very clear here 
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in respect of the death and resurrection of Jesus. It admits no argu- 
ment or different interpretation. 

The Quran does not add anything beyond painting this scene. It 
does not tell us how the people reacted to this miraculous event. Nor 
does it inform us what happened to Mary and her remarkable son 
after that. It does not mention anything about the time when he be- 
came a Prophet. (19:30) The theme here is the birth of Jesus. Hence, 
when the chapter has given its account of his birth, culminating in 
that miraculous scene, with Jesus talking to Mary's family, the scene 
is drawn to a close. This is followed by an emphatic statement of the 
truth concerning Jesus. 

Such was, in the words of truth, Jesus the son of Mary, about 
whose nature they still dispute. It is not conceivable that God should 
beget a son. Limitless is He in His glory! When He wills a thing to 
be, He only says to it, Be,’ and it is. God is my Lord and your Lord; 
so worship Him alone. That is a straight path. (19:34-19:36) 

Jesus concludes his words by declaring the truth that God is his 
Lord and the Lord of all humanity. Therefore, they must worship 
Him alone, assigning to Him no partners. (19:36) With this statement 
made by Jesus himself, and with this account of his birth there is no 
room left for legend or myth in the whole affair. This is the full im- 
port of his statement and the way it is phrased. 

The chapter then derides people for turning away from all th 
pointers to the right guidance in this present life. On that day their 
will be the sharpest of hearing and seeing: “How well they will hear 
and see on the day they will appear before Us. Truly the wrongdoers 
are today in evident error.” (19:38) Their situation is amazing: they 
do not hear or see when hearing and seeing are the means to discem 
guidance and follow it in order to escape doom. Yet they hear and 
see extremely well when these faculties are used to stress their hu- 
miliation. They will be made to hear what they dislike and see what 
they are wont to avoid. 

That is a day when distress will be at its most acute, when dis- 
tress will be a quality of the day itself. They need to be warned, be- 
cause such distress is of no use to anyone. (19:39) It is as though the 
day is directly linked to their unbelief and heedlessness. 


JESUS LIVED IN ACCORD WITH MORALITY 
CHAPTER 6: THE 55TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
Makkah: And Zechariah and Yahya and Jesus and Elias. 
All were of the ones who were in accord with morality. (6:85) 
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JESUS A SIGN ОЕ GOD 
CHAPTER 43: THE 63RD CHAPTER REVEALED 
Makkah: And when the son of Mary 
was cited as an example, 
that is when thy folk cry aloud (43:57) 
and said: Are our gods better or is he? 
They cited him to thee not but to be argumentative. 
Nay! They are a contentious folk. (43:58) 
He was but a servant to whom We were gracious, 
and We made him an example 
to the Children of Jacob. (43:59) 
And if We will, We would have assigned angels 
to succeed among you on the earth. (43:60) 
And, truly, he is with the knowledge of the Hour, 
so contest not about it and follow Me. 
This is a straight path. (43:61) 
And let not Satan bar you. 
Truly, he is a clear enemy to you. (43:62) 
And when Jesus drew near 
with the clear portents, he said: 
Truly, I drew near you with wisdom 
and in order to make manifest to you 
some of that about which you are at variance in it. 
So be God-conscious and obey те. (43:63) 
Truly, God He is my Lord 
and your Lord so worship Him. 
This is a straight path. (43:64) 


COMMENTARY? 

Whenever the son of Mary is cited as an example, your people 
raise an outcry, saying: 'Who is better: our deities or him? They cite 
him only to challenge you. They are contentious people. He was but 
a servant of Ours whom We had favored and made an example to the 
Children of Jacob. Had it been Our will, We could have made you 
angels, succeeding one another on earth. He is a portent of the Last 
Hour. Have no doubt about it, but follow Me: this is a straight path. 
Let not Satan debar you; for he is your sworn enemy. (43:57-43:65) 

The signs speak about Jesus, stating the truth about him and 
what he preached, and how his people differed about him, both be- 
fore and after his time: When Jesus came with clear signs. (43:63- 
43:65) 

Thus, Jesus came to his people with clear signs, whether mira- 
cles God granted him or teachings that lead along the right way. 
(43:64) He never said that he was God, nor that he was God's son. 
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He never made any reference to any relationship between him and 
God other than that of his being God's servant. Furthermore, he stated 
that his message demarcated a straight path without bend or error. 
Yet those who came after him disputed much, splitting into factions 
like those who preceded him. In this they were wrongdoers, relying 
on no sure information. (43:65) 

Jesus’ message was addressed to the Jews. They were awaiting 
his coming to save them from their humiliating bondage to the Ro- 
mans. Yet when he came, they denied and opposed him. Indeed, they 
even plotted to get him crucified. Jesus found them divided into nu- 
merous sects, the most important of which were as follows: 

1. The Sadducees, named after Zadok, whose family retained 
custody of the Temple since the time of David and Solomon. Accord- 
ing to their law, he must have been a descendant of Aaron, Moses! 
brother. For, custody of the Temple belonged to Aaron's descendants. 
Holding such an office, they were very strict on detailed worship nit- 
uals, denouncing any deviation. Nevertheless, in personal matters, 
they were lax, enjoying life's pleasures. They denied the Day of Res- 
urrection. 

2. The Pharisees. They were in dispute with the Sadducees, ob- 
jecting to their strict observation of worship rituals while denying 
the Day of Resurrection. Their most common characteristic was their 
disregard of worldly pleasures, even though some of them took pride 
in their knowledge. Jesus denounced such an attitude. 

3. The Samaritans. They were a mixture of Jews and Assyrians. 
They believed only in the Pentateuch, or the first five books of the 
Old Testament. They denied the later books accepted by other Jews 
as part of their scripture. 

4. The Essenes, or Essenians. These were influenced by some 
philosophical doctrines, living in isolation of other Jewish sects. 
Theirs was an ascetic, strictly organized sect. 

In addition, there were numerous other sects that gave rise to 
much confusion in Jewish beliefs and traditions. The Jews at the time 
tolerated humiliation under the Romans, and awaited their deliver- 
ance at the hands of the Messiah. When the Messiah, Jesus Christ, 
came to them declaring that: 'God is my Lord and your Lord: so wor- 
ship Him alone, and preaching a law of tolerance and spiritualism, 
he was opposed by the professional clerics who gave paramount im- 
portance to rituals. He is reported to have said about them: They 
make loads that are hard to carry and lay them on the shoulders of 
the people. However, they are not willing to lift a finger to move 
them. They do everything to attract people's attention. They make 
their headbands large and the tassels on their shawls long. They love 
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the place of honor at dinners and the front seats in synagogues. They 
love to be greeted in the marketplaces and to have people call them 
Rabbi. (Matthew 23:4-7) He is also quoted as addressing them thus: 
You, blind guides! You strain gnats out of your wine, but you swal- 
low camels. How horrible it will be for you, scribes and Pharisees! 
You hypocrites! You clean the outsides of cups and dishes. But inside 
they are full of greed and uncontrolled desires. You blind Pharisees! 
First clean the inside of the cups and dishes so that the outside may 
also be clean. How horrible it will be for you, scribes and Pharisees! 
You hypocrites! You are like whitewashed graves that look beautiful 
on the outside but inside are full of dead people's bones and every 
kind of impurity. (Matthew 23:24-27) 

When we read today these words of Jesus and similar texts, we 
realize how applicable they are to professional clerics of all religions. 
They are all of the same type. 

Jesus’ term on earth came to its end and he went to his Lord. 
Later, his followers split into groups and factions: some made him a 
deity; some made him the son of God; others make God a trinity of 
three one of whom is Jesus. The pure concept of God's oneness 
preached by Jesus has, thus, been lost, as also his call on people to 
worship God alone, pure in their submission to Him. (23:65) Then 
the pagan Arabs disputed with the Prophet concerning Jesus, basing 
their argument on what these different factions fabricated and weaved 
of legends about him. 

When the signs refer to wrongdoers, it includes those factions 
that disputed about Jesus together with the pagan Arabs who argued 
with the Prophet on the basis of what those factions perpetrated. It 
draws a long, spectacular scene showing what happens to them on 
the Day of Judgement and adds an image of what happens to the 
God-fearing who receive His favors in heaven: 

What are they waiting for other than the Last Hour, which will 
come upon them all of a sudden and take them unawares? On that 
Day, friends will become enemies to one another, except for the God- 
conscious. However, what comes over and above desire satisfaction 
is that it is all pleasant to the eye, adding beauty to gratification. 
(43:71) Yet there is more to this blessed enjoyment: there is some- 
thing greater and far more honorable. They are honored by an address 
from on high. (43:71-43:73) 


Mary, A SIGN OF Сор 
CHAPTER 23: THE 74TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
Makkah: And We made the son of Mary 
and his mother a sign, 
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and We gave them refuge on a hillside, a stopping place, 
and a spring of water. (23:50) 


COMMENTARY? 

There are a number of different reports about the hill described 
here as a ‘lofty place’ and its exact location. (23:49-23:50) Was it in 
Egypt, Damascus or Jerusalem? These were the places where Mary 
went with her son during his childhood and youth, as mentioned in 
Christian Scriptures. But knowing the exact location is not of vital 
importance. It is more important to know that God gave them both a 
goodly abode where fine plants grew and clear water was plentiful. 
Thus, they felt that God took care of them both. 

At this point in its quick references to earlier Messengers the 
chapter makes its address to the followers of all Messengers, as 
though they were all gathered together. Thus, the separating gulfs of 
time and place are shown to be meaningless when compared to the 
true bond of faith that unites them all. 


JESUS GIVEN CLEAR SIGNS AND 
CONFIRMED WITH THE HALLOWED SPIRIT 
CHAPTER 2: THE 87TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
Makkah: ... And We gave Jesus son of Mary the clear portents 
and confirmed him with the hallowed Spirit ... (2:253) 


JESUS THE MESSIAH ANNOUNCED TO MARY 
CHAPTER 3: THE 89TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
Madinah: Mention when the angels said: O Mary! Truly God 
gives you (f) good tidings of a Word from Him. 
His name is Messiah—Jesus son of Mary— 
well-esteemed in the present and the world to come 
and of the ones who are brought near. 
And he will speak to humanity from the cradle 
and in manhood and be among 
the ones in accord with morality. (3:46) 
She said: My Lord! How is it I will be with child 
when no mortal touches me? 
He said: Thus, God creates whatever He wills. 
When He decreed a command, then, He only says to it: 
Be! Then, it is! (3:47) 
And He teaches him the Book and wisdom 
and the Torah and the Gospel (3:48) 
to be a Messenger to the Children of Jacob saying that: 
Surely I drew near you with a sign from your Lord 
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that I will create for you out of clay a likeness of a bird. 

Then, I breathe into it and it will become a bird 

with the permission of God. 

And I cure one who is blind from birth and the leper 

and give life to dead mortals with the permission of God. 

And I tell you what you eat 

and what you store up in your houses. 

Truly, in that is a sign for you 

if you had been ones who believe. (3:49) 

And I come with that which establishes as true 

what was before me of the Torah, and permit you 

some of what was forbidden to you. 

And I drew near you with a sign from your Lord. 

So be God-conscious of God and obey Me. (3:50) 

Truly, God is my Lord and 

your Lord so worship Him. 

This is a straight path. (3:51) 

And when Jesus became conscious 

of their ingratitude, he said: 

Who are my helpers for God? 

The disciples said: We will be helpers for God. 

We believed in God and bear thee witness 

that we are ones who submit to God. (3:52) 

Our Lord! We believed in what You had caused to descend. 

And we followed the Messenger so write us down 

with the ones who bear witness. (3:53) 

And they planned and God planned. 

And God is Best of the ones who plan. (3:54) 


PROMISE OF RESCUE TO JESUS AND THE CHRISTIANS 
INVITED TO THE SPIRITUAL CONTEST 
Madinah: Mention when God said: O Jesus! 
I will be One Who Gathers you and One Who Elevates you 
to Myself and One Who Purifies you 
from those who were ungrateful, 
and One Who Makes those who followed you 
above those who were ungrateful 
until the Day of Resurrection. 
Again, you will return to Me. 
Then, I will give judgment between you 
about what you had been at variance in it. (3:55) 
So as for those who were ungrateful, 
then, I will punish them with a severe punishment 
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in the present and the world to come. 

And for them there is no one who helps. (3:56) 

And to those who believed 

and did as the ones in accord with morality, 

We will pay them their account with full compensation. 
And God loves not the ones who are unjust. (3:57) 
These We recount to you are of the signs 

and the wise remembrance. (3:58) 

Truly the parable of Jesus with God is like the parable of Adam. 
He created him from earth dust. 

Again, He said to him: Be! Then, he is! (3:59) 


COMMENTARY? 

The central theme of Chapter 3 revolves around the issue of the 
Oneness of God, i.e. tawhid. The story of Jesus and the other ac- 
counts related to it reinforce this concept as they refute and com- 
pletely exclude the idea of offspring or partners as far as God is 
concerned. The chapter rejects these notions as false and naïve, and 
presents the birth and life of Mary and Jesus in such a manner that 
leaves no room for doubting his full humanity or that he was one of 
God’s Messengers; whatever applies to them applies to him. It ex- 
plains the supernatural phenomena that accompanied the birth and 
life of Jesus in simple, clear and reassuring terms. The whole issue 
is presented as a natural and normal one that should raise no confu- 
sion or suspicion. It simply says: The case of Jesus in the sight of 
God is the same as the case of Adam. He created him of dust and 
then said to him, Be, and he was. (3:59) Believing hearts find cer- 
tainty and peace in these words, and wonder how this evident concept 
could ever have been shrouded in doubt and confusion. 


JESUS NOT CRUCIFIED BUT TAKEN TO HEAVEN 

CHAPTER 4; THE 92ND CHAPTER REVEALED 
Madinah: And for their saying: We have killed the Messiah 
Jesus son of Mary, the Messenger of God 
and they killed him not, 
nor they crucified him but a likeness was shown to them. 
And truly those who were at variance in it 
are in uncertainty about it. 
They have no knowledge about it 
but are pursuing an opinion. 
And they for certain killed him not. (4:157) 
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THE QURAN BEARS WITNESS 

TO THE PREVIOUS BOOKS OR SCRIPTURES 
Madinah: O People of the Book! 
Go not beyond the limits in your way of life 
and say not about God but The Truth: 
That the Messiah, Jesus son of Mary, 
was a Messenger of God and His Word 
that He cast to Mary and a Spirit from Him. 
So believe in God and His Messengers. 
And say not: Three. To refrain yourselves from it is better for you. 
There is only One God. Glory be to Him that He have a son! 
To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in 
and on the earth and God sufficed as a Trustee. (4:171) 
The Messiah will never disdain that he be a servant of God, 
nor the angels, ones who are brought near to Him. 
And whoever disdains His worship and grows arrogant, 
He will assemble them altogether to Himself.$:172) 


COMMENTARY? 

This sign describes the claim that God has a son as overstepping 
the bounds of truth. It is nothing short of the type of excess which 
enabled the people who had received earlier revelations to make false 
claims about God and allege that He had a son. Far removed is such 
an idea from Him. They also allege that God is a trinity. 

Infinite is God in His glory. He neither has nor needs any partner. 
Nor is anyone similar to Him in any way. The very fact that He is 
the Creator means that He is different from all creatures. It stands to 
reason that the Creator should be different from His creation, the 
owner different from his property. (4:171) 

That the birth of Jesus without a father seems miraculous and 
preternatural to human beings is only because it is totally different 
from what is familiar. We must remember that what is familiar to us 
is certainly not all that is in the universe. Nor are the natural laws we 
know the only laws in the universe. We must remember that God cre- 
ates natural laws and sets them into operation according to His will, 
which is unrestricted, free, absolute. 

As regards Jesus Christ, God says the following, and what He 
says is always true. (4:171) He is, then, definitely and undoubtedly 
a Messenger from God. He is the same as the rest of God’s Messen- 
gers, Noah, Abraham, Moses and Muhammad, and the other most 
honorable servants of God whom He selected to convey His message 
to humanity at various points in time. 

Formerly, God breathed of His spirit into the clay from which 
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Adam was made, and thus Adam became a man. (38:71-2) In the 
context of the creation of Jesus and referring to Jesus’s mother. 
(21:91) The matter is, then, not without precedent. The spirit to 
which reference is made in all these statements is the same. None of 
the people who received revelations before Islam and who believed 
in Adam’s creation and that God breathed into him of His spirit claim 
that Adam was a god, or one of the elements which constitute the Di- 
vine Being, as some people allege regarding Jesus. The two cases 
are similar: both have spirit breathed into them and both were created 
in the same fashion. Indeed, Adam was created without either a father 
or a mother, while Jesus was created having a mother. (3:59) 


JESUS GIVEN THE GOSPEL 
CHAPTER 57: THE 94TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
Madinah: Again, We sent Our Messengers 
following their footsteps. 
And We sent following them Jesus son of Mary. 
And We gave him the Gospel. 
And We assigned in the hearts 
of those who followed him, 
tenderness and mercy. 
But as for monasticism, 
they made it up themselves. 
We prescribed it not for them 
but they were so looking 
for the contentment of God. 
Then, they gave it not the attention 
giving its right attention 
so We gave those who believed 
among them their compensation. 
And many of them are ones who disobey. (57:27) 


COMMENTARY? 

At this point, Chapter 57 mentions a prominent characteristic of 
those who followed Jesus. (57:27) These are the natural fruits of his 
message that emphasizes spiritual purity. Indeed such compassion 
and mercy are clearly noticed among those who truly believe in Jesus’ 
message and who properly follow him. Other verses in the Quran 
refer to these qualities. 

The sign mentions another phenomenon that prevailed among 
the followers of Jesus. (57:27) The weightier explanation of this 
statement is that monastic asceticism, well known in Christian his- 


Воок 28: FROM JOB TO THE COMPANIONS OF THE TOWN 


tory, was a personal choice, an invention made by some of Jesus’ fol- 
lowers who sought to win God's acceptance. Through it, they sought 
to steer themselves away from the burdens of this life and its many 
attractions. It was not something that God imposed on them in the 
first place. Yet when they made this choice, binding themselves to 
it, they were committed before God to observe its requirements such 
as purity, contentment, chastity, worship and piety; this so as to ded- 
icate themselves to God's cause. However, such asceticism lost its 
grip on reality, and ended up as mere rituals devoid of spirituality. 
Many are those who make a show of it, without real substance. The 
fact is that only the very few are capable of rigorously fulfilling its 
requirements. (57:27) God does not value people by appearances and 
rituals; He assigns their value on the basis of their actions and inten- 
tions. He holds them to account on the basis of what they truly feel 
and how they actually conduct themselves. He alone knows the re- 
ality of what they harbour in their hearts. 


JESUS TELLS OF THE ADVENT OF MUHAMMAD 
CHAPTER 61: THE 109TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
Madinah: And when Jesus son of Mary said: 
O Children of Jacob! 
1 am the Messenger of God to you, 
one who establishes as true 
what was in advance of me in the Torah 
and one who gives good tidings 
of a Messenger to approach after me. 
His name will be Ahmad. 
But when he brought about the clear portents 
to them, they said: This is clear sorcery! (61:6) 


COMMENTARY? 

The chapter then mentions Jesus’ message to establish that Jesus 
was sent to carry on Moses' earlier message, confirming what was 
revealed before him of the Torah. He was also given the task of 
paving the way for the final message, giving news of the Messenger 
who was to carry it, and serving as a link between the first and the 
last divine religions. (61:6) Therefore, his task was to carry the trust 
of the divine faith after Moses and then to give it to the Messenger 
whose coming he announced. 

Thus we see how the divine faith moved from one stage to the 
next, with all the stages interrelated, moving in the same direction, 
stretching from heaven to the earth: a long chain moving from link 
to link. This is the proper image, one worthy of God's design and 
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constitution. It is basically the same approach, taking slightly differ- 
ent forms, according to what suits the needs, experience, knowledge 
and potential of humanity at each particular stage, until it reaches 
full maturity. Only then does the last stage arrive and the final form 
of divine faith be given: perfect, complete, addressing a mature mind 
that has benefited from all past experience. It opens the way so that 
the human mind works to its full potential within the method set for 
man and his abilities. 


JESUS’ MISSION TO THE CHILDREN 

OF JACOB REFERRED TO 
Madinah: O those who believed! Be helpers of God 
as Jesus son of Mary said to the disciples: 
Who are my helpers for God? The disciples said: 
We are the helpers for God. 
Then, a section believed of the Children of Jacob 
and a section were ungrateful. 
So We confirmed those who believed against their enemies. 
And they became ones who are prominent. (61:14) 


COMMENTARY? 

The helpers or disciples were Jesus Christ's pupils. It is said that 
they were twelve men who were close to him and who dedicated 
themselves to leaming from him. They continued to spread his mes- 
sage and commandments after his term was over. This verse does not 
give us a detailed story: it simply outlines an attitude. Hence, we look 
at it in the context it is given and for the purpose it serves. 

Place yourselves in this noble position to which He elevates you. 
(61:14) Is there a position that is higher and more noble than that of 
being a supporter of God and His cause? This bargain bestows an 
honor that is greater than heaven and its happiness. (61:14) They 
were chosen for this task and earned this honor. Jesus came to give 
the news of the last Prophet and the last religion. It is only fitting 
that Muhammad's followers should be chosen for this permanent 
task, just as Christ's disciples were chosen for it during their period 
of time. This is clearly apparent in the way the dialogue is presented 
in this verse. 

But what was the result then? (61:14) The aim of this last ad- 
dress is to strengthen the resolve of the believers in the last religion, 
the heirs of the divine message. They are the ones charged with a 
great task, namely the implementation of God’s system on earth. 
They are encouraged to come forward to support God’s cause. Even- 
tual victory is assured for believers who support God’s cause. 
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Thus the [sign] concludes with a verse that fits the general con- 
text and drift of the chapter, yet has a special color and effect. It en- 
riches an already rich variety of colors and effects. 


THE MESSIAR, SON OF Mary, IS NOT Сор 
CHAPTER 5: THE 112TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
Certainly ungrateful are those who said: 
Truly God is the Messiah, the son of Mary. 
Say: Who then has a sway over God? 
If He wanted to He would have caused to perish 
the Messiah son of Mary and his mother 
and whatever is in and on the earth altogether. 
To God belongs the dominion f the heavens and the earth 
and what is between the two. 
He creates what He wills. 
And God is Powerful over everything. (5:17) 


EVIDENCE FROM THE GOSPEL 
Madinah: And We sent following in their footsteps, 
Jesus son of Mary, one who establishes as true 
what was before him in the Torah. 
And We gave him the Gospel in which is guidance and light, 
and that which establishes as true 
what was before him in the Torah 
and a guidance and admonishment 
Jor the ones who are God-conscious. (5:46) 


COMMENTARY? 

It is also endorsed by the Gospel God revealed to Jesus, son of 
Mary, which contains: guidance and light, confirming what had al- 
ready been revealed before it in the Torah and giving guidance and 
admonition to the God-fearing. (5:46) Let, then, the followers of the 
Gospel judge in accordance with what God has revealed therein. 


JESUS NOT THE SON OF GoD 
Madinah: And, certainly, were ungrateful those who said: 
Truly, God is He, the Messiah, son of Mary, but the Messiah said: 
O Children of Jacob! Worship God, my Lord and your Lord. 
Truly, whoever ascribes partners with God, then, surely, 
God forbade the Garden to him. 
And his place of shelter will be the fire. 
And for the ones who are unjust, there are no helpers. (5:72) 
Certainly, ungrateful were those who said: 
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Truly, God is the third of three. 

There is no god but One God. 

And if they refrain not themselves from what they say, 
there will afflict those who were ungrateful 

among them a painful punishment. (5:73) 

Will they not, then, turn to God for forgiveness 

and ask for His forgiveness? 

And God is Forgiving, Compassionate. (5:74) 

The Messiah son of Mary was not but a Messenger. 
Surely, Messengers passed away before him. 

And his mother was а just person (f). 

They both had been eating food. 

Look on how We make manifest the signs to them. 
Again, look on how they are misled! (5:75) 

Say: Worship you other than God what controls 
neither hurt nor profit for you? 

And God, He is The Hearing, The Knowing. (5:76) 
Say. O People of the Book! 

Go not beyond limits in your way of life 

but with The Truth and follow not the desires of the folk who, 
Surely, went astray before. 

And they caused many to go astray. 

And they themselves went astray from the right way. (5:77) 


COMMENTARY? 

The Christ himself said: Children of Jacob, worship God, my 
Lord and your Lord. Whoever associates partners with God, God 
shall forbid him entrance into Paradise and his abode will be the Fire. 
Wrongdoers will have no helpers. (5:72) We see how Jesus Christ 
himself has warned them, but they paid no heed. After he departed 
from them, they followed the deviant path he warned them against, 
because it is certain to forbid them entrance into Paradise and make 
them suffer in the fire of Hell. They forgot what Christ told them: 
Children of Jacob, worship God, my Lord and your Lord. He de- 
clared to them that he and they stood in the same position of servitude 
to God, the One God who has no partners. 

The Quran makes a final judgement on all their blasphemous 
claims. (5:73) It states the truth which constitutes the basis of every 
faith preached by every one of God’s Messengers. It threatens them 
with the punishment prepared for those who make such blasphemous 
assertions and believe in them. The unbelievers are the ones who 
continue to make such assertions which God has ruled to be a clear 
denial of faith. 
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These stern wamings are followed by encouragement and per- 
suasion. (5:74) The door to repentance and forgiveness is, thus, left 
open. God’s forgiveness and mercy are certain to be forthcoming, if 
sought before it is too late. 


JESUS CURSED THE UNGRATEFUL 
AMONG THE CHILDREN OF JACOB 
Madinah: Those who were ungrateful were cursed 
among the Children of Jacob by the tongue of David 
and that of Jesus son of Mary. 
That was because they would rebel 
and they had been exceeding the limits. (5:78) 


Gop CONFIRMED JESUS WITH THE HALLOWED SPIRIT 
Madinah: Mention when God said: O Jesus son of Mary! 
Remember My divine blessing on thee 
and on the one who is your mother, 
when I confirmed you, Jesus, with the hallowed Spirit 
so that thou hast spoken to humanity from the cradle 
and in manhood and when I taught thee the Book 
and wisdom and the Torah and the Gospel 
and when thou hast created from clay 
the likeness of a bird with My permission 
and thou hast breathed into it 
and it becomes a bird with My permission 
and thou hast cured one blind from birth and the leper 
with My permission and when thou hast brought out the dead 
with My permission and when I limited the Children of Israel 
от you when you had drawn near them 
with the clear portents. 
And those who were ungrateful among them said: 
This is nothing but clear sorcery. (5:110) 
Mention when I inspired the disciples: 
Believe in Me and My Messenger. 
They said: We believed and bear witness 
that we are ones who submit to God. (5:111) 
Mention when the disciples said: 
O Jesus son of Mary! 
Is thy Lord able to send down to us 
a table spread with food from heaven? 
Jesus said: Be God-conscious, 
if you had been ones who believe. (5:112) 
They said: We want that we eat of it so that our hearts be at rest 
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and we know that thou, surely, wast sincere to us and 
that we be the ones who bear witness to that. (5:113) 
Jesus son of Mary said: O God! Our Lord! 
Cause to descend for us a table spread with food from heaven 
that it will be a festival for the first of us 
and the last of us and a sign from Thee. And provide us. 
And Thou art Best of the ones who provide. (5:114) 
God said: 
Truly, I am One Who Sends Down to you. 
But whoever is ungrateful after that among you, 
then, I will punish him with a punishment 
that I punish not anyone of the worlds. (5:115) 


TEACHINGS OF JESUS CORRUPTED 
AFTER HIS DEPARTURE 
Madinah: And mention when God said: O Jesus son of Mary! 
Had you said to humanity: 
Take me and my mother to yourselves other than God? 
He would say: Glory be to You! It is not for me 
that I say what there is no right for me to say. 
If I had been saying it, then, surely, You would have known it. 
You have known what is in my sou 
and I know not what is in Your Soul 
Truly, You, You alone are Knower of the unseen. (5:116) 
1 said not to them but what You had commanded me of it: 
That you worship God, my Lord and your Lord. 
And I had been witness over them 
as long as I continued among them. 
Then, when You had gathered me to Yourself, 
You had been The Watcher over them. You are, truly, 
Witness over everything. (5:117) 
If You are to punish them, then, they are but Thy servants. 
And if Thou art to forgive them truly, 
Thou, Thou alone art The Almighty, The Wise. (5:118) 
God would say: This Day the ones who are sincere will profit 
from their sincerity. 
For them are Gardens beneath which rivers run, 
ones who will dwell in them forever, eternally. 
God was well-pleased with them 
and they are well-pleased with Him. 
That is the winning the sublime triumph. (5:119) 
To God belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth 
and whatever is in and on them. 
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And He is Powerful over everything. (5:120) 


COMMENTARY? 

The account given in these passages address Jesus, son of Mary, 
in front of all those who attributed to him divine status, worshipped 
him and weaved around him and his mother all sorts of exaggerated 
stories. The address reminds him of the grace God bestowed on him 
and on his mother, enumerating the miracles God gave him to help 
people to believe in his message. Yet some people denied his message 
most violently, while others were dazzled with the miracles he was 
given. On account of such miracles they elevated him to the status 
of a deity, when all miracles are given by God, who created him, 
gave him a message and supported him. 

Here we have a full account of the various aspects of grace be- 
stowed by God on Jesus and his mother, Mary. To start with, he was 
supported by the Holy Spirit in his infancy. Then, he was talking to 
people long before children normally start to talk, absolving his 
mother of all suspicion raised around her on account of his miracu- 
lous birth that had no parallel in history. He also talked to them later 
when as a grown man he was again supported by the Holy Spirit, 
Gabriel. He was also given knowledge of the Book and wisdom. He 
was bom without knowledge of reading and writing, but God gave 
him that knowledge, as He imparted to him wisdom in order to deal 
with different situations in the best way. God also taught him the 
Torah which had been given to the Children of Israel and the Gospel 
which God gave him to confirm the Torah. 

Furthermore, God gave Jesus several miraculous things that no 
human being could accomplish without God’s support. Thus, he 
could fashion a bird shape of clay and breathe into it, and all at once 
it became a living bird. How did this happen? We do not know, be- 
cause we still do not know how God creates life. Moreover, he adds 
quality to life: he cures a person born blind, by God’s leave, when 
medicine does not know how to give eyesight to such a person. God, 
who gives human beings their faculty of seeing, is able to open a 
blind person’s eyes to see the light. Jesus also cured the leper without 
using any medicine. Medication is merely a tool for accomplishing 
God's will of curing a patient, but the One who has willed to cure 
the patient is able to change the tools by which He accomplishes His 
purpose, or to achieve it without any tool. Again Jesus is able to re- 
store life to the dead, by God’s leave. The One who initiates life is 
able to restore it at any tune. 

God further reminds Jesus of His favors when He extended His 
protection to him against the Israelites who, when he produced all 
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these miracles, denied him claiming that they were plain sorcery. On 
the one hand they did not wish to deny the miracles, witnessed by 
thousands of people, and yet they were too stubbom to submit to the 
message they imparted. God protected him and they were unable to 
kill or crucify him, as they were keen to do. God simply gathered 
him and elevated him to Himself. Another reminder to Jesus speaks 
of how God inspired the disciples to believe in Him and His Mes- 
senger, Jesus, and they do so, appealing to him to bear witness to 
their acceptance of the faith and total self-surrender to God. (5:111) 

All these were favors God, out of His grace, gave to Jesus to 
serve as clear proof of his status and message. Many of his followers, 
however, used them erroneously, deviating from the truth and fabri- 
cating falsehood. Here Jesus is reminded of all these in the presence 
of the Supreme Company and in front of all mankind, including those 
people who exaggerated his status and attributed to him what was 
not his. When these favors are held in front of him, those who gave 
him a status far beyond his own humanity will see and hear, and, in 
consequence, they will be humiliated in the full sight of all human- 
ity. 

In addition to the favors bestowed on Jesus and his mother, the 
chapter relates some of the favors God granted to his followers, and 
the miracles with which God supported him, as seen by his disciples. 
(5:112-5:115) 

Thus, God reminds Jesus, son of Mary, of His favors when hy 
stands in front of his people on the Day of Judgement, with all crea- 
tures looking on: The disciples said: Jesus, son of Mary! Can your 
Lord send down to us a repast from heaven? (5:112) The disciples, 
the closest to Jesus of all his followers, were aware that he was a 
human being, born to Mary. They address him according to his status, 
which they knew very well. They knew that he was neither a son of 
God nor a deity, but a servant of God. They also knew that it was his 
Lord who accomplished all those miraculous events through him. He 
himself could not do any of them by his own initiative. Hence, when 
they requested a further miracle, they did not ask him to accomplish 
it himself, because they were aware that he could not do so. (5:112) 

We note in Jesus's supplication how he makes his address with 
all the humility of a servant whose Lord has honored him. He first 
makes it clear that he recognizes Him, saying: God, our Lord! Then 
he states his appeal, requesting Him to give them a repast that would 
bring them joy and goodness, so as to be like a festival for everyone 
of them. He acknowledges that it would all be provided by God, the 
best of all providers. Jesus is thus shown to recognize his own status 
as a servant of God and to recognize God’s status as Lord of all the 
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worlds. This is shown in front of all mankind, particularly his people 
on that great and eventful day. 

God answers the prayer of his good servant, Jesus son of Mary, 
but with the seriousness that befits His majesty. They asked for a 
miracle, and He will give them the miracle they requested, on con- 
dition that He will severely punish anyone who continues to disbe- 
lieve after the miracle is granted. Indeed that punishment will surpass 
in severity any other punishment inflicted on any other of God’s ser- 
vants. (5:115) 

This seriousness is important, so that requests for miracles are 
not made as idle talk. Moreover, those who ask for proof and con- 
tinue to disbelieve after they have been given what they have asked 
for must not go unpunished. It has been God’s law, applicable to all 
past communities, that those who continued to deny the messages 
preached by God’s messengers after the miracles were given them 
were annihilated. In this instance, however, the statement may mean 
that they would be punished here in this life, or in the life to come. 

The passage does not follow the account of the Repast after stat- 
ing God’s warning. It moves on to deal with the central issue of God- 
head and Lordship, which permeates the whole passage. We go back 
now to that great scene which continues to be held up for all onlook- 
ers. We listen now to a straightforward questioning about the Divinity 
claimed for Jesus and his mother. The person now interrogated is 
none other than Jesus, facing those who worshipped him. They listen 
to him as he, surprised and amazed, disclaims before his Lord all 
knowledge of such a grievous sin they attach to him. He is, indeed, 
innocent and it is all fabrication: 

And God will say: Jesus, son of Mary! Did you say to people, 
Worship me and my mother as deities beside God? [Jesus] answered: 
Limitless are You in Your glory! I could never have claimed what I 
have no right to [say]! Had I said this, You would certainly have 
known it. You know all that is within myself whereas 1 do not know 
what is in Yourself. Most certainly, it is You alone who fully knows 
all that lies beyond the reach of human perception. Nothing did 1 tell 
them beyond what You bade me [to say]: Worship God, who is my 
Lord and your Lord. I was witness to what they did as long as I lived 
in their midst. Then when You took me to Yourself, You have been 
watching over them. You are indeed a witness to all things. If You 
punish them, they are Your servants; and if You forgive them, You 
are indeed Almighty, Wise.” (5:116-5:118) 

Limitless is God in His glory! He knows very well what Jesus 
said to people. But this worrying interrogation on that fearful day is 
intended for people other than the one to whom it is addressed. Put- 
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ting it in this form adds to our abhorrence of the attitude of those 
who attributed Divinity to Jesus, God’s noble and great servant. For 
anyone of God’s servants to claim to be God, knowing that he is no 
more than a servant of God, is indeed a horrible offense that no nor- 
mal human being could perpetrate. Is it conceivable, then, that one 
of God’s messengers who were granted the strongest resolve should 
perpetrate it? Or is it even conceivable that this perpetrator should 
be Jesus son of Mary, when God gave him all those favors before 
and after he was chosen to bear His message? How does he feel when 
questioned about this claim of Godhead, when he is a good servant 
of God? 

Therefore, his answer is tinged with awe and fear. He starts by 
glorifying God and follows this immediately with an absolute denial 
of any such thoughts or of any such claims: [Jesus] answered: Lim- 
itless are You in Your glory! J could never have claimed what I have 
no right to [say]! (5:116) In his own defense, he seeks God as witness 
to his innocence of such claims. He owns to his humble position of 
being only a servant to God who has all attributes of the Godhead. 
“Had I said this, You would certainly have known it. You know all 
that is within myself whereas I do not know what is in Yourself. Most 
certainly, it is You alone who fully knows ail that lies beyond the 
reach of human perception.” (5:116) 

Now, after having made this long praise of God, he is able to 
state what he did and did not say, declaring that he said nothing to 
his community other than calling on them to worship God alone, and 
Stating that, like them, he is no more than God’s servant. “Nothing 
did I tell them beyond what You bade me [to say]: ‘Worship God, 
who is my Lord and your Lord.” (5:117) 

He then disclaims any responsibility for what they did after the 
end of his time on earth. Taken at face value, the Quranic text means 
that God gathered Jesus then elevated him to Himself. Some reports 
indicate that he is alive with God. In my view, there can be no con- 
tradiction between the two situations; for God may have determined 
that Jesus had completed his term of life on earth, and He may have 
taken him so that he be alive with Him. Martyrs die and finish their 
lives on earth, but they are alive with God. We do not know what 
form their life with God takes, nor do we know what form of life 
Jesus has; but he says here to his Lord that he does not know what 
they did or said after he was gathered from life on earth: “I was wit- 
ness to what they did as long as I lived in their midst. Then when 
You took me to Yourself, You have been watching over them. You 
are indeed a witness to all things.” (5:117) 

He concludes with leaving the fate of his people absolutely to 
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God, stating at the same time that they are His servants and at His 
disposal. God is able to forgive them or to punish them, Whether He 
decides on one course or the other, that decision is based on His wis- 
dom, which operates in the same measure whichever fate He deter- 
mines for them. “If You punish them, they are Your servants; and if 
You forgive them, You are indeed Almighty, Wise.” (5:118) This is 
all that Jesus, a model servant of God, says in this awesome posi- 
tion. 

But where are those who invented such grave falsehood about 
Jesus in this whole scene? The passage does not mention them once. 
They may be feeling their ignominy and wish not to show them- 
selves. We, therefore, leave them where the surah has left them. We 
will only look now at the final part in that remarkable scene: 

God will say: This is the day when their truthfulness shall benefit 
all who have been truthful. Theirs shall be gardens through which 
running waters flow, where they will abide forever. God is well 
pleased with them, and they are well pleased with Him. That is the 
supreme triumph. (5:119) The appropriate comment on the falsehood 
fabricated by liars against the noble Prophet Jesus, concerning the 
most serious issue of all, i.e. the issue of Godhead, is to state that 
truth will be of great benefit to its upholders on that awesome day. 
This is the day when their truthfulness shall benefit all who have 
been truthful. 

This is God’s word at the end of that interrogation beheld by all 
creatures. It is the final and decisive word. It is coupled with the re- 
ward that befits truthfulness and those who are truthful: Theirs shall 
be gardens through which running waters flow, where they will abide 
forever. God is well pleased with them, and they are well pleased 
with Him. (5:119) Each of these phrases represents a grade above 
the previous one: the gardens with running waters, the everlasting 
abode there, the fact that God is pleased with them, and their pleasure 
with what they receive from Him. Hence the description, That is the 
supreme triumph. (5:119) 

We have looked at this scene as it is portrayed in the unique style 
of the Quran and we have paid attention to the final word. We say 
that we have seen and paid attention because the Quranic method of 
portraying scenes and images does not leave it as merely a promise 
to be fulfilled or sentences and phrases to be read or heard. The 
Quran makes of it something to excite feelings and something to be- 
hold as if it were taking place now. However, if it is, as far as we 
human beings are concerned, a future event to be witnessed on the 
Day of Judgment, it is, for God’s perfect knowledge, a present reality. 
Time and the screen of the future apply to us, not to God. 
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At the end of this passage and in contrast to the greatest false- 
hood ever perpetrated by the followers of any messenger, i.e. the 
falsehood of Christ’s Divine nature, which he himself denounces and 
leaves all decision about which to God alone, a statement of truth is 
made. It provides the final note in the surah, declaring that dominion 
over the heavens and the earth and all that they contain belongs to 
God, the Lord of the universe who has full control over all things. 
Nothing limits His power: To God belongs all sovereignty over the 
heavens and the earth and all they contain. He has the power over all 
things. (5:120) 


THE МЕ551АН IS NOT THE SON ОҒ Сор 
CHAPTER 9: THE 113TH CHAPTER REVEALED 

And the Jews said: Uzayr is the son of God 
and the Christians said: 
The Messiah is the son of God. 
That is the saying with their mouths. 
They conform to the sayings of those who were ungrateful before. 
May God take the offensive. How they are mislead! (9:30) 
They have taken to themselves their learned Jewish scholars 
and their monks as lords other than God 
and the Messiah son of Mary. 
And they were only commanded to worship the One God. 
There is no god but He! 
Glory be to H, 
from the partners they ascribe with Him. (9:31) 
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THE COMPANIONS OF THE CAVE 


CHAPTER 18: THE 69TH CHAPTER REVEALED 
Makkah: Ие relate this tiding to you with The Truth, 
Truly, they were male spiritual warriors 
who believed in their Lord 
and We increased them in guidance. (18:13) 
And We invigorated their hearts when they stood up and said: 
Our Lord is Lord of the heavens and the earth, 
We will never call to any god other than He. 
Certainly, we would have said an outrageous thing. (18:14) 
These, our folk, took to themselves gods other than Him. 
Why bring they not a clear portent of authority with them? 
And who does greater wrong 
than he who devised a lie against God? (18:15) 
And when you withdrew from them and from what 
they worship but God, then, take shelter in the cave. 
Your Lord will unfold for you from His mercy 
and will furnish you with a gentle issue in your affair. (18:16) 
Thou wouldst have seen the sun when it came up. 
It inclines from their cave towards the right 
and when it began to set, it passed them towards the left 
while they were in a fissure. That is of the signs of God. 
He whom God guides, he is one who is truly guided. 
And he whom He causes to go astray, 
you will never find for him a protector 
or one who will show him the way. (18:17) 


COMMENTARY? 

This sums up the whole story showing its main lines and fea- 
tures. We learn from it that the people of the cave were youths, whose 
number is not mentioned, and that they went to the cave to isolate 
themselves from their community because they believed in God. We 
also learn that they were made to sleep in the cave for a number of 
years, which is not stated here, before they were aroused from their 
long slumber. We are told of two groups arguing about them, so they 
were awakened to make clear which of the two groups calculated 
their stay in the cave better. We are clearly told that, strange as their 
history is, it is not particularly marvellous among the miracles and 
signs given by God. Indeed there are numerous things that are much 
more marvellous and miraculous in the universe than the story of the 
cave people. Those youths are referred to in the chapter as ‘the people 
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of the cave and the inscription’. A cave is a natural chamber in a 
mountain or under rocky ground, while the inscription refers, most 
probably, to the record of their names which was, perhaps, the one 
hung at the entrance of the cave, where they were eventually found. 


THE COMPANIONS OF THE CAVE 
Makkah: Thou would assume them to be awake 
while they are ones who are sleeping. 
We turn them around and around towards the right 
and towards the left and their dog, 
one who Stretches out its paws at the threshold. 
And if you were to peruse them, 
you would have turned from them, running away, 
and would, certainly, be filled with alarm of them. (18:18) 
And, thus, it was that We raised them up 
that they might demand of one another. 
Said one who speaks among them: 
How long lingered you in expectation? 
They said: We lingered in expectation a day or a part of a day. 
They said: Your Lord is greater in knowledge 
of how long you lingered in expectation. 
So raise up one of you and with this, your money, 
send him to the city and let him look on which is the purest food. 
Then, let him bring you provision from there. 
And let him be courteous and cause not anyone to realize. (18:19) 
Truly, if you become manifest to them, 
they will stone you, or they will cause you to return to their creed 
and you would not ever prosper. (18:20) 
And, thus, We made their case known 
that they know that the promise of God is true 
and that, as for the Hour, there is no doubt about it. 
Mention when they contend with one another about their affair. 
They said: Build over them a structure. 
Their Lord is greater in knowledge about them. 
Those who prevailed over their affair said: 
We, certainly, will take to ourselves over them 
a place of prostration. (18:21) 
They will say: They were three, the fourth of them being their dog. 
And they will say: They were five, 
the sixth of them being their dog, 
guessing at the unseen. And they will say: 
They were seven, the eighth of them being their dog. 
Say. My Lord is greater in knowledge of their amount. 
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No one knows them but a few, 
50 altercate not about them but with a manifest argumentation 
and ask not for advice about them of anyone of them. (18:22) 


COMMENTARY? 

With all that has been said and told, we have still not been in- 
formed of the duration of the sleepers’ stay in their cave. Now we 
are told for certain: (18:25-18:26) 

This is the truth of the length of their stay in the cave, given to 
us by the One who knows all secrets in the heavens and the earth. 
Well indeed He sees and hears. Perfect is His knowledge. His state- 
ment puts an end to the matter, leaving no room for dispute. 

A final comment is added about the whole story in which we see 
faith in God’s Oneness clearly apparent in all its details: (18:26) 
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THE COMPANIONS OF THE TOWN 


MESSENGERS BEFORE REFERRED TO 
AND HOW THEY WERE DENIED 
CHAPTER 36: THE 41ST CHAPTER REVEALED 
Makkah: And propound a parable for them: 
The Companions of the Town 
when ones who were sent drew near them. (36:13) 
When We sent to them two, they denied them both, 
50 We replenished them with the third. 
And they said: Truly, We are ones who are sent to you. (36:14) 
They said: You are nothing but mortals 
like ourselves and The Merciful caused not to descend anything. 
You are but lying! (36:15) 
They said: Our Lord knows 
that we are ones who are sent to you. (36:16) 
On us is only the delivering of the clear message. (36:17) 
They said: Truly, we augered ill of you. 
Ifyou refrain not yourselves, we will, certainly, stone you. 
Certainly, a painful punishment will afflict you from us. (36:18) 
They said: Ones who auger ill will be with you! 
Is it because you were reminded? 
Nay! You are a folk, ones who are excessive, (36:19) 
A man drew near from the farther part of the city, 
coming eagerly. He said: O my folk! 
Follow the ones who are sent! (36:20 
Follow whoever asks not of you any compensatior 
and they are ones who are truly guided. (36:21) 
What is it for me that I worship not Him 
Who originated me and to Whom you will be returned? (36:22) 
Will I take gods to myself other than He 
when, if The Merciful wants any harm for me, 
their intercession will not avail me at all 
nor will they save me. (36:23) 
Truly, I would, then, be clearly going astray.(36:24) 
Truly, I believed in your Lord so hear me! (36:25) 
It was said: Enter the Garden. 
He said: O would that my folk know (36:26) 
that my Lord forgave me 
and made me one who is honored! (36:27) 
After him We caused not to descend on his folk 
an army from heaven, nor had We been 


Book 28: FROM JOB To THE COMPANIONS OF THE TOWN 
102 
ones who need to cause to descend again.(36:28) 
It would be but one Cry and that is 
when they were ones who are silent and still. (36:29) 


COMMENTARY? 
A HISTORICAL CASE 

Having presented the issues of revelation and resurrection in the 
form of a factual statement, the chapter now presents them again in 
narrative form so as to touch hearts with a story about the fate of 
those who persist in denying the truth: (36:13-36:19) 

The Quran does not mention which township this was or who 
were its people. Different reports suggest different towns and cities, 
but there is no real benefit in trying to establish its identity. The fact 
that the Quran neither identifies it nor mentions its location does not 
detract from the import of the story. It is a city to which God sent 
two messengers, just as He sent Moses and his brother Aaron to 
Pharaoh and his nobles. The people of the city rejected their message, 
accusing them of lying. God supported His two messengers with a 
third, confirming that they were truly His messengers. All three of 
them again presented their message, saying to the people: (36:14) 

At this point, the people of the city aired the same objections 
that were given to God’s messengers throughout history: (36:15) This 

oft-repeated objection to the fact that God sends human messengers 
to human communities betrays a naive understanding and ignorance 
of the nature of the messenger’s role. People expected that both the 
personality and the life of the messenger should entail some deep se- 
cret which could feed their imaginations. In other words, they ex- 
pected the unusual in such a way as attracted legend. Was he not a 
messenger sent from the heavens to the earth? How come, then, that 
he is just a simple ordinary person with no puzzling secrets surround- 
ing him? He is no different from anyone else, no different from the 
multitude to be found everywhere. 

Such thinking is certainly naive. Secrets and enigmas are not es- 
sential qualities for prophethood and divine messages; not in this 
childish way of thinking. There is indeed a great secret involved, but 
it is epitomized in the plain fact that an ordinary person is given the 
ability to receive revelations from on high once God has chosen him 
for that task. 

The divine message is a code of living for a human community. 
The messenger’s life represents a practical example of how this code 
is implemented. It is given as a model for people to follow. Since 
they are human, the messenger showing them this example must be 
human like them so that he sets the sort of example they can emu- 
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Therefore, the Prophet’s life was held open before his followers. 
The Quran records the main features of his life in their minute detail, 
so as to make it clear and available for future generations. These de- 
tails include aspects of his home and personal life, and even, at times, 
his thoughts and feelings. In this way, even future generations would 
recognize the man behind the Prophet’s personality. 

Yet it was this simple and clear fact that invited people’s objec- 
tions. In this chapter, those who lived in the city said to their three 
messengers: (36:15) which meant that they were not truly messen- 
gers from God. They also said: (36:16) of what you claim. They fur- 
ther added: (36:15) when you claim to be messengers from God. 

Certain that they said nothing but the truth, and knowing the 
remit of the mission assigned to them, the messengers replied: 
(36:16-36:17) It is sufficient that God knows. The task assigned to 
God’s messengers is to deliver their message, and they did just that. 
People are then free to choose what they wish for themselves, and 
what burden their choices represent. Once the messengers have de- 
livered their message, the matter is left to God to determine. 

However, those who persist in denying the truth do not take mat- 
ters in such a simple and easy way. They cannot tolerate the advo- 
cates of faith’s presence. They resort to rough tactics in rejecting 
sound argument. The point is that falsehood is impatient, aggressive: 
‚ (36:18) We view your call with gloom, expecting it to bring evi’ 
upon us. Unless you stop, we will no longer tolerate you: ‘we wil 
surely stone you and inflict on you a painful suffering.’ Thus false- 
hood declares its intentions, threatening those advocating divine 
guidance and resorting to heavy handed tactics in answering the quiet 
word of truth. 

However, the task assigned to God’s messengers requires them 
to proceed along their way: (36:19) Forebodings of evil as a result 
of a message being delivered or a face being encountered is nothing 
but ignorant superstition. The messengers tell them so, and make 
clear to them that their share of good or evil comes from within them- 
selves. In other words it relates to their actions and intentions. It is 
up to them to increase their share of goodness or evil. What God wills 
for people comes from within themselves and from their own choices 
and actions. This is the truth based on a firm foundation. To associate 
bad omens with faces, places or words is superstitious nonsense. 

The Messengers also said to them: (36:19) Would you stone us 
and torture us only because we remind you of the truth? Is this how 
you reward reminders? (36:19) You certainly exceed the limits of 
judgment if you reward a mere reminder with threats and punish- 
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ment, and requite advocacy of the truth with stoning and torture. 


WELCOME SUPPORT 

Such was the response of hearts that would not open to God’s 
message. It is such people that were mentioned at the outset of the 
chapter. The other type, who follow the reminder and fear God de- 
spite their inability to see Him, also have here a behavioral example 
to emulate: (36:20-36:25) 

This is the response of sound human nature to the straightfor- 
ward message of the truth: it reflects sincerity, simplicity, warmth 
and correct understanding. It shows us a man giving a positive re- 
sponse to the message, once he has recognized the elements of truth 
and sound logic in it. He points out these elements to his people as 
he addresses them. When he felt the truth of faith in his heart, he 
could not stay quiet or sit at home caring nothing while the truth was 
being rebuffed and falsehood upheld all around him. Instead he ac- 
tively advocated the truth among his people, among those who were 
threatening the messengers with severe punishment. He travelled 
from the furthest end of the city to fulfil his duty, to call on his people 
to espouse the truth and to stop their opposition to it and aggression 
against God’s messengers. 

It is apparent that the man did not command a position of honor, 
power or influence among his people. He was an ordinary person 
motivated by faith to travel from one end of the city to the other to 
make his stand clear. (36:20-36:21) Anyone who advocates such a 
message, seeking no gain or reward, must be honest and sincere. 
What else could motivate him to undertake such trouble, enduring 
such opposition, unless he was required to do so by God? Why would 
he bear such a burden, confronting people with a faith that is unfa- 
miliar to them, exposing himself in the process to threats, ridicule 
and persecution when he stood to make no gain nor earn any bene- 
fit? 

Follow whoever asks not of you any compensation and they are 
ones who are truly guided. (36: 21) That they are guided aright is ob- 
vious: they advocate belief in the One God, following a clear system, 
and a faith that is free of ambiguity and superstition. Their way is 
clearly straight. 

The man then speaks about himself, outlining the reasons that 
motivated him to believe, and appealing to sound human nature: 
(36:22-36:24) The question is posed by sound human nature which 
feels the presence of its Creator and the source of its existence: What 
is it for me that I worship not Him Who originated me and to Whom 
you will be returned? Why would | deviate from this natural way 
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which is the first to present itself to human nature? Needless to say, 
we are by nature attracted to our Creator and only deviates from Him 
under the pressure of some outside element. To turn to the Creator is 
the right and appropriate course, requiring no alien element or a pull 
from outside. 

The man also feels by nature that a created being must in the 
end return to its Creator, in the same natural law that brings every- 
thing horning to its originator: То Whom you will be returned He 
wonders why he should not worship his Creator when he is bound to 
return to Him, as will we all. It is He who creates, and it is He who 
should he worshipped. 

The man then looks at the opposite way, which is contrary to 
sound nature, only to find that it is nothing but manifest error: 
(36:23) Can anyone be in greater error than the one who abandons 
the way of sound nature which requires that a created being worship 
its Creator? Why would anyone choose to worship someone or some- 
thing else unnecessarily? Indeed, the one who turns his back on the 
Creator, resorting instead to weak deities that cannot protect him, has 
gone far into error: Truly, I would, then, be clearly going astray. 
(36:24) 

Now that the man has stated his case, speaking for sound huma 
nature that is aware of the truth, he declares his own final decisio | 
confronting his people who had threatened God’s Messengers. Т 
voice of sound nature in his heart was clearer and stronger than ап, 
threat: Truly, 1 believed in your Lord so hear me! (36:25) He wants 
them to witness his stand on the side of truth, implying that they too 
should follow his suit and declare themselves believers. 


KILLING AN INNOCENT MAN 

The drift of the story suggests that the ungrateful then killed the 
man. The chapter, however, does not mention this clearly. Instead, it 
lets the curtain drop to cover this city, its people and their preoccu- 
pations. When the curtain rises again we see the martyr who spoke 
out clearly and loudly for the truth, confronting those in power. We 
see him in the next world and see the honor granted him by God, as 
fits a brave believer who does not hesitate to stand up for the truth: 
(36:26-36:27) 

Thus this present life is connected to the life to come: Death is 
merely a transfer from this transitory world to the one that is ever- 
lasting. It is but a step that takes a believer from the narrowness of 
the earth to the expanse of heavens, from the tyranny of falsehood 
to the security of the truth, and from the darkness of ignorance to the 
light of certainty. When a person sees what God has in store for him 
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in heaven, he good-naturedly remembers his people, wishing that 
they could see the happiness and honor God has granted him so that 
they would know and accept the truth. 

Such is the reward of faith. As for tyranny, it is too weak to re- 
quire that God should send angels to destroy it: (36:28-36:29) The 
chapter does not speak in detail about how these people were de- 
stroyed. They are too insignificant to deserve such mention. They 
needed no more than one blast and no further trace of life was to be 
seen from them. 


